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People’s Republic of China 

 
 

Map of China 

 
(U) Organization of This Document  
 
(U) This document utilizes the political, military, economic, social, infrastructure, and 
information (PMESII) framework to present facts about China. A PMESII-structured framework 
describes the foundational human, social, cultural, and behavioral features of a state and can 
assist not only in determining the state’s strengths and weaknesses, but also in assessing the 
effects that various engagement strategies may have on the state.  
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(U) Basic Facts about China 
 
(U) The information immediately below is derived from the CIA World Factbook: China (as of 
February 1, 2019). 
 
Population:   1,384,688,986 (July 2018 est.) 
Population Growth Rate: 0.37% (2018 est.) 
Total Land Area:  9,326,410 sq km, slightly smaller than the U.S. 
Capital:   Beijing  
Type of Government:  Communist party-led state 
Founding date:  1 October 1949 (People's Republic of China established); notable  
    earlier dates: 221 B.C. (unification under the Qin Dynasty); 1  
    January 1912 (Qing Dynasty replaced by the Republic of China) 
Constitution:   Latest promulgated 4 December 1982 (2018)  
    Amendments: proposed by the Standing Committee of the  
    National People’s Congress or supported by more than one-fifth  
    of the National People’s Congress membership; passage requires  
    more than two-thirds majority vote of the Congress membership;  
    amended several times, last in 2018 (2018)  
Current President:  Xi Jinping (election last held on 17 March 2018 (next to be held in  
    March 2023) 
Primary Ethnic Groups: Han Chinese 91.6%, Zhuang 1.3%, other (includes Hui, Manchu, 

Uighur, Miao, Yi, Tujia, Tibetan, Mongol, Dong, Buyei, Yao, Bai, 
Korean, Hani, Li, Kazakh, Dai, and other nationalities) 7.1% (2010 
est.)  

 Note: the Chinese Government officially recognizes 56 ethnic 
groups 

Languages: Standard Chinese or Mandarin (official; Putonghua, based on the 
Beijing dialect), Yue (Cantonese), Wu (Shanghainese), Minbei 
(Fuzhou), Minnan (Hokkien-Taiwanese), Xiang, Gan, Hakka 
dialects, minority languages (see Ethnic groups entry)  

 Note: Zhuang is official in Guangxi Zhuang, Yue is official in 
Guangdong, Mongolian is official in Nei Mongol, Uighur is official 
in Xinjiang Uygur, Kyrgyz is official in Xinjiang Uygur, and Tibetan 
is official in Xizang (Tibet) 

Religions:   Buddhist 18.2%, Christian 5.1%, Muslim 1.8%, folk religion 21.9%,  
    Hindu < 0.1%, Jewish < 0.1%, other 0.7% (includes Daoist (Taoist)), 
    unaffiliated 52.2% (2010 est.)  
    Note: officially atheist 
Literacy:   96.4% 
Percentage of Poor:  3.3% (2016 est.)  
    Note: in 2011, China set a new poverty line at RMB 2300   
    (approximately US $400) 
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GDP (Official Ex Rate):  $12.01 trillion (2017 est.)  
    Note: because China's exchange rate is determined by fiat rather  
    than by market forces, the official exchange rate measure of GDP  
    is not an accurate measure of China's output; GDP at the official  
    exchange rate substantially understates the actual level of China's 
    output vis-a-vis the rest of the world. 
    Purchasing Power Parity (PPP): $23.21 trillion (2017 est.) 
Unemployment:  3.9% (2017 est.) 
Inflation Rate:   1.6% (2017 est.) 
Exports:   electrical and other machinery, including computers and   
    telecommunications equipment, apparel, furniture, textiles 
Revenues:   2.553 trillion (2017 est.) 
Expenditures:   3.008 trillion (2017 est.) 
Agriculture: world leader in gross value of agricultural output; rice, wheat, 

potatoes, corn, tobacco, peanuts, tea, apples, cotton, pork, 
mutton, eggs; fish, shrimp 

Natural Resources: coal, iron ore, petroleum, natural gas, mercury, tin, tungsten, 
antimony, manganese, molybdenum, vanadium, magnetite, 
aluminum, lead, zinc, rare earth elements, uranium, hydropower 
potential (world's largest), arable land 

Climate: extremely diverse; tropical in south to subarctic in north 
Terrain: mostly mountains, high plateaus, deserts in west; plains, deltas, 

and hills in east 
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(U) Brief Historical Sketch of China 
 

   Timely is not a word to apply to China. The great landlocked tideless 
body of its history seems in perspective changeless and unchanging through ages that stretch 
historically unbroken back to the youth of Mesopotamia and the Nile. The storms of invasion 
and conquest that have swept China from time to time seem to have sunk in futile exhaustion 
into the calm, and the wreckage is borne idly on the surface or sinks unmarked into the formless 
mystery called China.1 
 
(U) The idea of China and the Chinese are contested; an empire before a nation-state and a 
civilization before either, the when, who and where of China has been and is, in some ways, in 
flux. There are disagreements, for instance, as to what constitutes the beginning of a Chinese 
state.2 The Chinese usually cite a 5000-year history, and though archaeological evidence 
indicates civilization in the area is probably even older, written records only date back the 
Shang Dynasty, which is dated from 1766, B.C.3 Just as the “when” of China, the “where” has 
been contested for millennia. The Shang and the next historically attestable dynasty, the Zhou, 
controlled territory much smaller than current-day China, in areas centering around the central 
portion of the Yellow or Huang River. The Zhou dynasty eventually dissolved into several 
feuding kingdoms, as China entered its Warring States period, lasting over 200 years. There 
were seven states by the time one of them, the Qin, from which the name China is derived, 
conquered the others, in 221 B.C.4 By the time of the Qin consolidation Chinese territory had 
expanded to the northeast and south especially, and Chinese territory continued to expand and 
contract under following dynasties. It was during the final, Qing, dynasty (1644-1912) that 
China expanded west into (and beyond current) Xinjiang, and came to control Tibet, as well as 
the territory that now constitutes Mongolia. The PRC itself is smaller in terms of land territory 
than its predecessor, the Qing state, but, notwithstanding the PRC’s fallacious claims of 
historicity, now makes unprecedented claims for sovereignty in an extended maritime area. 
Finally, the “who” of China can also be contested. The current regime in China declares almost 
92 percent of Chinese are ethnically Han, a designation derived from the dynasty which 
followed the Qin, but this designation actually encompasses many ethnicities, and is 
constituted of what Benedict Anderson would call an “imagined linkage”5 to common ancestors 
in the eponymous dynasty. 
 -- Regarding the civilization of China, or the fundamentals of Chinese culture, it would 
be difficult to overstate the impact of Confucianism: "Confucius (551 B.C.E.-479 B.C.E.) was a 
teacher and philosopher who lived during the Zhou (Chou) Dynasty (1045-256 B.C.E.), in what is 
known as the Spring and Autumn era (722 B.C.E.-481 B.C.E.)."6 And the teachings of Confucius, 
especially those collected from or at least attributed to the teacher after his death, in the 
Analects, gave a meritocratic slant to Chinese society, at least for men. Confucianism taught 
people are born equal, in terms of potential learning and virtue, and can improve themselves 
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through education.7 The classic rags-to-riches story in dynastic China was thus of a village 
pooling all its resources to support its most promising male child while he studied for the 
Mandarin examinations. This study could go full time from the time a child was five or six, 
sometimes until the mid-30s. If the chosen one finally passed the examination, and many did 
not, he could bring benefits to his village and region. While stressing the inherent potential for 
improvement among those who assiduously applied themselves to study, Confucianism also 
stressed hierarchy, based on relationships: "These relationships were those of ruler and 
minister, father and son, elder brother and younger brother, and husband and wife. (Later, 
followers of Confucius added a fifth relationship, more egalitarian than the others but never 
stressed as much: that between friend and friend.)"8 
 -- Two other important cultural components are Taoism and Legalism. Taoism is a 
naturalistic belief system, supposedly first articulated by Lao Tzu (which just means “Old 
Master”), a contemporary of Confucius. Tao means “way,” and is referring to the way of nature, 
which is a way of always interacting opposites, the balance between contraries changing as 
those opposites interact with other pairings. Taoism gives the world yin and yang – light and 
dark, man and woman, good and evil – but what many Westerners fail to grasp is those 
qualities wax and wane, depending on circumstances. Never is a quality wholly light or wholly 
dark; never is a man completely masculine nor a woman completely feminine. Martin J. Gannon 
and Rajnandini Pillai write this belief in relativistic dualism encourages “both-and” thinking, as 
opposed to the “either-or” thinking more common in the West.9 As well, because Taoism was 
radically egalitarian, and thus opposed to elitist, hierarchical Confucianism, it became the 
common people’s repository for much of the Chinese society’s thinking on animism, 
spiritualism, alchemy and other superstitions and legends. Finally, a component of Chinese 
culture always present to some degree in the ruling class, is Legalism, which taught control 
must be maintained by the ruthless enforcement of rules crafted social control, and that a 
ruler’s only aim was to maintain his power, no matter the cost to anyone else.10 Francis 
Fukuyama calls this a “rule by law” rather than a “rule of law.”11 
 -- Shaped by its rich traditions, “Chinese state formation . . . began extremely early,” as 
Fukuyama also says, and this “state was centralized, bureaucratic and enormously despotic.”12 
Confucianism, Taoism and Legalism all remain important influences in Chinese culture, but this 
early-developed political structure radically changed, beginning in the 19th century. At the 
beginning of the 19th century China was probably the richest, most advanced nation on earth. 
While China is the home of many firsts – the magnetic compass, horse stirrup, printing and 
paper money, for instance – it did not industrialize when the West, beginning with Great 
Britain, did. By the time Great Britain and other Western powers were expanding and 
colonizing, China had fallen behind technologically. It could not compete militarily with the 
West. Beginning with the first Opium War in 1839 China lost wars and battles against invaders 
from the West, including Great Britain and France, and from Russia, while in 1895 it lost a war 
with Japan. China was forced to cede territory and aspects of sovereignty over its remaining 
territory (central to its current narrative, China now refers to the period beginning with the 
Opium Wars as the “Century of Humiliation.”)13  
 -- At the same type the weakening Qing dynasty was facing the kinds of internal 
uprisings historically common in China’s dynastic cycle, the greatest of which was the Taiping 
Rebellion, 1850-1864. The Taiping Rebellion was the bloodiest civil war in world history, with 
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over 25 million deaths.14 The creaking edifice of dynastic history came to a final end in 1911, 
with the beginning of the Republican Revolution. In 1912 the rebellion’s leader, Sun Yatsen, was 
named the first president of the Chinese Republic, but he was soon pushed aside by his most 
successful general, Yuan Shihkai. Yuan became increasingly dictatorial, and tried to declare 
himself emperor in 1915, but, perhaps marking the truest end of the dynastic cycle, essentially 
no one paid attention, and Yuan died shortly thereafter. China entered its warlord era. 
 -- Sun Yatsen’s Republican Party (Guomindang, or GMD/Kuomintang or KMT, depending 
upon the Romanization system), began immediately to try to reunite the country, first under 
Sun and later under his successor, Jiang Jieshi (or Chiang Kaishek). After it’s founding in 1921 
leaders of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) – including Mao Zedong, a young librarian who 
had been inspired by the May 4th Movement, a largely student-led revolutionary action, which 
occurred one-hundred years ago – to a certain extent cooperated with the GMD in the first 
United Front. In 1927 Jiang turned the GMD’s guns on the CCP. The CCP was nearly eradicated. 
The GMD set up its capitol in Nanjing with the intent of completing its reunification of China. 
The CCP continued a guerilla resistance in the countryside, while Jiang continued to try to wipe 
them out. After a series of campaigns, in 1934, Jiang seemed on the cusp of success; the GMD 
had trapped a majority of the CCP, about 100,000, and its key leaders, in Jianxi province. But 
the CCP escaped. The year-long, 6000-mile Long March, ensued, ending in Shaanxi province, 
with “four to eight thousand” survivors.15 The Long March, epic by any definition, is, in many 
ways, the true origin story of the CCP. Mao emerged from it the undisputed leader, and 
remained so for the rest of his life. Survivors of the Long March had a special, almost mythic 
status, for the rest of their lives.16 
 -- In 1937, after a low-intensity conflict in Manchuria for six years, Japan invaded the 
rest of China. Later in 1937 the GMD and CCP were persuaded to form the Second United Front 
to fight the Japanese. Chalmers A. Johnson writes it was the experience of the CCP’s Red Army 
fighting the Japanese that spread the popularity and ideology of the CCP among the Chinese 
people.17 After victory over the Japanese in 1945, the Chinese civil war recommenced, the CCP 
winning in 1949, as the GMD fled to Taiwan. 
 -- On October 1, 1949 the People’s Republic of China, with Chairman Mao as paramount 
leader, was established. Though China’s dynastic history ended in 1911-1912, “where others 
succeeded only in muting the influence of China’s ancient culture, Mao came close to 
extirpating its very roots and thus its hold on several subsequent generations of Chinese.”18 
Mao’s policies resulted in the continuing impoverishment of the Chinese people and the death 
of millions. He declared a “permanent revolution,” culminating in his two most disastrous 
programs, the Great Leap Forward, 1958-1961 and the Cultural Revolution, 1966-1976. The 
Great Leap Forward was a collective leap over a cliff. All the farmland in the country, which had 
been redistributed scant years earlier to peasants after more than a million of the original 
property owners were killed, was collectivized, and everything – “houses, livestock, tools, meals 
and even bathing” in rural China, communalized. The farmers were further instructed “to set up 
small backyard furnaces” 19 to smelt iron, with the intent of unleashing China’s agricultural and 
industrial prowess. The result was an estimated 36 million deaths from starvation. More 
pragmatic leaders were able to nudge Mao temporarily into a more background role as they 
tried to repair the damage, but Mao came roaring back in the mid-60s. The chairman had 
assembled a small, hand-held book of his own quotations that he had distributed to the 
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People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in order to give them political guidance. The little red books, so-
called because of their red covers, became popular beyond the PLA, particularly with student 
groups. Already in 1963 Mao had launched the Socialist Education Campaign, a call to purify the 
thinking of the masses, and he began to warn publicly about “reactionary” forces determined to 
undo China’s revolution. In 1966 groups of young people studying the little red book who had 
proclaimed themselves to be Red Guards, and donned red armbands, began demonstrating 
against anything and everything they deemed insufficiently revolutionary, and the Cultural 
Revolution commenced. The CCP was purged of moderates and soon, with Mao’s urging, the 
Red Guards were rounding up, humiliating, beating and killing teachers, parents and others. 
China devolved into chaos, Government functions at all levels ceased, and in a country that for 
thousands of years had enshrined education as the way to success, schooling shut down. By the 
next year armed bands of Red Guards were fighting each other. The PLA was finally called in to 
restore order, but the Cultural Revolution, “eviscerating the Communist Party; impeding the 
country’s economic development; bringing the Chinese education system to a standstill; 
splitting up countless families by sending many millions into rural exile; and causing the deaths 
of untold numbers by murder, suicide, executions and even acts of ritual cannibalism,” lasted 
until Mao’s death in 1976.20 
 -- After Mao’s death Deng Xiaoping, whose son had been paralyzed during the Cultural 
Revolution after being forced to jump from the fourth floor of a building, and who, himself, 
suffered a permanent limp after being roughed up and sent, twice, to the countryside for re-
education, became China’s new strong man in 1978. It was Deng who introduced pragmatic 
reforms, and especially, opened China’s economy to the free market. The result was more than 
three decades of double-digit economic growth, with the PRC passing Japan in 2010 to become 
the second-largest economy in the world. Fukuyama describes the transition from Mao to 
Deng: 
 A high degree of state autonomy free of any form of democratic accountability and 
 unencumbered by a rule of law is a very dangerous thing. This was the story of China 
 during the Maoist period, when a single leader with unlimited policy discretion could 
 unleash untold suffering and cause the deaths of tens of millions of people through
 willful innovations like the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution. But the 
 same degree of autonomy in the hands of a wiser and less crazed leader like Deng 
 Xiaoping could bring about transformations for the better that would be scarcely 
 conceivable in a liberal democracy.21 
In his concluding comment, Fukuyama was referring specifically to Deng’s economic policies, 
which moved more people more quickly out of absolute poverty than any other regime’s 
policies in history. But, despite initiating policies that brought hundreds of millions of people 
out of destitution, Deng, like Mao, could be ruthless. Mao once said, “the more people you kill 
the more revolutionary you are.”22 Deng, then, was more revolutionary, for instance, when he 
sent the PLA to Yunnan after some Muslim villagers refused to pay a grain tax as a protest 
against religious intolerance; “an estimated sixteen hundred men, women, and children were 
killed in the twenty-one day ‘pacification’ operation that followed.”23 Again in 1989 – almost 
exactly 30 years prior to this writing – Deng was more revolutionary ordering the PLA 
crackdown that resulted in the Tiananmen Massacre, when “[u]ntold hundreds, perhaps 
thousands were killed or wounded.”24 
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  -- Deng was followed by two leaders he handpicked, Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao, whose 
own powers were more constrained by the other six members of their respective Politburo 
Standing Committees. The current president of China, however, Xi Jinping, who took office in 
2012, has taken steps to further centralize power and is arguably the most powerful leader 
since Mao and certainly since Deng. 
 

(U) POLITICAL MILITARY  ECONOMIC 
SOCIAL   INFRASTRUCTURE  INFORMATION 

 

(U) Provinces of China 
 
(U) There are 22 provinces in the People’s Republic of China (and the PRC claims Taiwan as a 
23rd province): Anhui, Fujian, Guangdong, Gansu, Guizhou, Henan, Hubei, Hebei, Hainan, 
Heilongjiang, Hunan, Jiling, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, Liaoning, Qinghai, Sichuan, Shaanxi, Shanxi, Yunnan, 
and Zhejiang; four separately administered municipalities: Beijing, Chonggqing, Shanghai and 
Tianjin; five autonomous regions: Guangxi Zhuang, Inner Mongolia, Ningxia Hui, Xinjiang 
Uyghur, and Tibet; and two Special Administrative Regions: Hong Kong and Macau. 
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(U) Chinese Communist Party (CCP)/Government of PRC         
 
(U) It has been said China is a civilization masquerading as a country, but the People’s Republic 
of China (PRC) is best understood as a party, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), that has 
arrogated to itself the status of a country; the PRC is less a nation-state than a party-state.25 
Other parties exist; “the CCP has allowed some eight so-called minor parties to continue to 
function, these parties have only about a half million members among them, have no corporate 
status, and are unable to raise funds or own property.”26 The other parties are for show. From 
the local to the national level, where there is a state institution, there is a CCP organization, and 
CCP positions always outrank state-position equivalents.27 Leaders, at all levels, from the village 
to the national, are appointed by the CCP. Such leaders are told, at the beginning of their time 
in the position, that they have two main jobs: to increase the economic productivity in their 
area and to ensure stability. Their party superiors come back and talk to them about how well 
they have done in about a year. Those deemed to have done well move up the ranks of the CCP 
(of course, the children of high-ranking CCP members have built-in advantages of wealth, 
privilege and connections, and thus tend to progress at a better rate than others. The current 
president, Xi Jinping, is one such; his father was a general in the Red Army, and survivor of the 
Long March. Exalted scions like Xi are known as princelings.) 
 
(U) Constitution 
  
(U) Like All other aspects of governance, the constitution is designed to maintain the power of 
the CCP in the party-state. It is regarded as a legitimizing document, and has been used by Xi to 
demonstrate he is more legitimate than others, with the recent inclusion of “Xi Jinping 
Thought” in the document. The true authority in the country is made clear; "the Chinese 
constitutional order is grounded on a principal of separation of powers that distinguishes 
between an administrative power assigned to the government and a political authority assigned 
to the Chinese Communist Party."28 
 
(U) Executive 
 
(U) As Elizabeth Economy points out, 2012 was a watershed year for the PRC party-state’s 
executive, in that, for the first time in over 20 years, the general secretary of the Chinese 
Communist Party was not picked by Deng Xiaoping, who had “led China out of the turmoil of 
the Cultural Revolution and set the country on its historic path of economic reform and opening 
up.”29 Instead the general secretary, and the seven-man Politburo Standing Committee (PBSC), 
came out of the secret wranglings of the 200-person-plus Central Committee. The PBSC 
constitutes the true executive leadership of the PRC, rather than the central government’s 
State Council, which is headed by the prime minister and the pinnacle of the state’s 
administrative apparatus. Under Deng’s immediate, hand-picked successors, Jiang Zemin and 
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Hu Jintao, the PBSC exercised collective leadership, through the consensus of its members. Xi 
Jinping, however, has been able to move the system towards one under his paramount rule. In 
2017 “Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era,” was 
enshrined in the constitution, “granting his ideas the same status as those of Mao,” the only 
other PRC leader so honored.30 Xi abolished term limits for the state president in 2018, and, in 
another break with tradition, he has no clearly designated successor. There is evidence of some 
push back in China, including an article by an academic, accusing Xi, though not directly naming 
him, of “effectively returning China to an era of totalitarian politics and a style of dictatorship 
last seen under Mao Zedong,” and there have been unconfirmed rumors of coup attempts,31 
but Xi remains, by most indicators, the most powerful strong-man ruler in China since Deng or 
even Mao. Economy argues persuasively China under Xi is now undergoing a “Third 
Revolution,” after the first two ushered in by Mao and Deng respectively. 
 
(U) Legislature 
 
(U) Legislating in the PRC remains a complicated business: "the Chinese law-making system 
should be seen as a 'multi-arena' process, with draft laws passing through three major policy-
making 'arenas': the CCP central apparatus; the State Council (China's cabinet and its 
ministries); and the National People's Congress system. Law-making processes and power 
relationships among these arenas are not clearly defined--either formally or informally--and 
continue to evolve."32 Thus, the National People’s Congress (NPC), the formal national-level 
legislature, is not a national legislature as it is conceived in the West. Though some in China 
were hoping for a “new era of rule of law,” when Xi proclaimed, in 2012, “[i]n essence, the rule 
of law is rule by the Constitution; the key to law-based governance is Constitution-based 
governance,” this has not occurred. As Economy explains, “[i]n the West the rule of law was 
developed as a means of restraining arbitrary actions by those in power. In China, however, the 
rule of law is equated with rule by law or ruling the country according to law. The law is an 
instrument with which the Communist Party can ensure the dominance of the party itself.” Xi 
has used legal reform “to strengthen the coercive power of the state,” and has cracked down 
on lawyers, journalists and others deemed to be “working to overthrow the Communist 
Party.”33  
  
(U) Judiciary 
 
(U) The judiciary at all levels are appointed by the CCP. There have been attempts to 
professionalize them in recent years, making sure more of the appointees have actual 
knowledge of the law, for instance, but “[i]ts principle purpose is to serve as part of the 
apparatus of social control, alongside the police and prosecutors’ offices. Verdicts are subject to 
review and modification by senior party leaders at each level.”34 There is a Supreme People’s 
Court, but its rulings are subject to change by the politburo. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/china
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(U) Foreign Relations 
  
(U) While under Deng and his two immediate successors China pursued an international 
strategy of a “peaceful rise,” Xi is focused on achieving the Chinese dream. With Xi at the helm 
“Chinese leaders have . . . shed the low-profile foreign policy advanced by Deng Xiaoping in 
favor of bold initiatives to reshape the global order.”35 Xi has thus advocated, among other 
policies “big country diplomacy,” and has insisted he will “make China’s voice heard, and inject 
more Chinese elements into international rules.”36  
 -- China has tried to promote a positive international image through media, Confucius 
Institutes (more than 400 worldwide, funded by the PRC to teach Chinese language and 
culture), government think tanks and especially the Belt and Road Initiative, a huge global 
infrastructure scheme. Only partially effective, polling indicates Africa has “the highest popular 
approval ratings for China,” at over 70 percent. In 2016 the approval rate for China was 36 
percent for Americans. In Europe ratings vary from 57 to 26 percent, while in Australia it is 52 
percent, and in Japan popular approval of China reaches its lowest, at 11 percent.37  
 -- A contradiction at the center of its foreign policy, “while China takes advantage of the 
openness of the United States and other market-based liberal democracies to further its 
economic interests and advance its political and cultural influence, it increasingly constrains 
opportunities for foreign actors to participate in China’s political and economic 
development.”38 
 -- The CCP prefers bilateral negotiations of international interests, because the power 
disparity gives it the advantage in almost every case.39 Its case for world leadership is not 
helped, particularly in the West, by periodic outbursts from Chinese leaders, such as from PRC 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi in 2016. Responding to a question at a joint press conference from a 
Canadian reporter about human rights violations in China, “Wang attacked the reporter, angrily 
stating ‘Your question is full of prejudice and against China and arrogance . . . I don’t know 
where that comes form. This is totally unacceptable . . . other people don’t know better than 
Chinese people about human rights condition in China, and it is the Chinese people who are in 
the best position to have a say about China’s human rights situation.’”40 

(U) International Government Organizations (IGOs) 

(U) China is part of several International Governmental Organizations or IGOs, for instance the: 
Association of Southeast Asia Regional Forum on Security, Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
Forum, East Asian Community and Group of Eight Plus Five [Plus One]. 
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(U) POLITICAL MILITARY  ECONOMIC 
SOCIAL   INFRASTRUCTURE  INFORMATION 

 

Every Communist must grasp the truth, “Political power grows out of the 
barrel of a gun.” Our principle is that the Party commands the gun, and the gun must never be 
allowed to command the Party.41 
 
The PLA's involvement in politics has been evident in every key political crisis since the founding 
of the People's Republic of China (PRC).42 

 
(U) Strategy and Armed Forces of PRC 
 
(U) Strategy 
 
(U) Since the PRC’s founding in 1949, the PRC’s armed forces -- more precisely, the CCP’s armed 
forces – have been shaped by nine sets of strategic guidelines, three of which constitute 
national security strategies that “marked efforts to transform the PLA in order to wage war in a 
new kind of way.”43 A major principle of all strategies after 1949 has been “active defense,” 
which focuses on strategic defense and assumes an enemy “numerically or technologically” 
superior.44 In 1956 the PLA adopted a strategy that required upgrading the army from mostly 
infantry to partially mechanized, and adding naval and air forces (to defend against invasion of 
the homeland in combined operations).45 In 1980, particularly concerned about a Soviet threat, 
the PLA adopted “a forward defense that would be based on positional warfare and 
supplemented by small-scale mobile warfare.”46 In 1993, with the demise of the Soviet Union, 
and the lessons of the Gulf War, in particular, in mind, the CCP made its third major change in 
strategy, which remains its primary strategy, albeit with tweaks, today, translated as “Winning 
Local Wars under High-Technology Conditions.” It focuses on “different types of local or limited 
wars China might fight around its periphery.”47 The strategy places a premium on joint 
operations. In 2004 and 2014 China adjusted this strategy, stressing, in 2004, that China must 
fight in “informatized” conditions. This strategy adjustment added concerns for new domains, 
maritime and outer space, as well as digital. In 2014 new strategic guidelines were published for 
the ninth and, so far, final time since 1949. Called “Winning Informatized Local War,” it further 
emphasizes the information-aspects of modern war, calling, for instance, “space and cyber 
domains . . . the ‘commanding heights of strategic competition.’”48  
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(U) People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 
 

(U) The PLA was founded August 1, 1927,49 the month and day reflected in the 8 and 1 
characters on its flag and symbols. Recently, the PLA has been reorganized in sweeping ways, as 
outlined in China’s 2019 Defense White Paper, published July 22. Beginning in 2016 the 
reorganization aimed to produce “a modern and specialized military capable of fighting and 
winning wars in the information age.”50 Seven Military Regions were replaced by five theater 
commands: “East, South, West, North, and Central, in protocol order,”51 which are joint 
commands and which report directly to the Central Military Committee (CMC); four General 
Departments were abolished; a new army centralized command, to match those of the other 
services, was formed; operational command and control now proceeds from the CMC’s new  
Joint Staff Department; established the CMC Chairman Responsibility System (making Xi, CMC 
chairman, the commander in chief); and established the Rocket Force (PLARF) as a fourth 
branch of service. The PLA Strategic Support Force (PLASSC) was also established, which some 
consider a fifth service – it does report directly to the CMC – but it is probably better compared 
to a functional command.52 
 -- Since the PLA has not engaged in combat since its 1979 conflict with Vietnam, its 
capabilities remain untested. 
 -- In addition, as in all sectors of China’s economy, graft and corruption are problems in 
the PLA, which for decades ran many business concerns. Jiang Zemin directed the PLA to divest 
itself of its business holdings in 1998. Twenty years later, Xi did the same thing in 2018, giving 
the PLA until the end of the year to comply.53 
 

(U) PLA Army (PLAA) 
 
(U) In 2015 Xi announced a 300,000-person reduction in the PLAA, and its 18 group armies were 
reduced to 13. The numbering of these group armies was changed from 71-83, “because 70 
corps existed in the PLA at the time the People's Republic of China was created in 1949. This 
presumably allows Xi to start the corps with a clean slate.”54 The reduction in end strength 
followed reductions announced in in 1985, 1987, 1990, 1997 and 2003, bringing down the 
overall numbers of the PLA from about four million to less than 2.3 million. The PLAA is 
estimated to number about 1.3 million. The maneuver units of the PLAA, for the most part, are 
organized as army groups-brigades-battalions, though some divisions – mechanized infantry, 
motorized infantry and amphibious operations – as well as specialized regiments, remain. The 
PLAA has both internal and external security roles. President Xi has announced goals of a 
“‘modernised army’ by 2035, and ‘one of the world's greatest armies’ by 2050.”55  
 

(U) PLA Air Force (PLAAF) 
 
(U) The PLAAF is growing in importance under Xi’s reforms. Its troops numbering about 
325,000, the PLAAF has engaged in a vigorous modernization program, including “combat 
aircraft, weaponry, support aircraft (including transports), air defence missiles, and airborne 
troops.” 56 Similar to army, the air force is reorganizing, “with the old 
division/regiment/squadron structure being progressively replaced by a brigade-type 
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establishment,”57 though some air divisions currently remain. Its missions “include air defence, 
medium-range nuclear weapon delivery, attack, close air support (CAS), anti-aircraft missile and 
gun defence  . . . support for airborne forces . . . the PLAAF may also be preparing to undertake 
a new mission of long-range strategic strike.”58 The PLAAF is focused on increasing and 
improving the indigenous aircraft in its inventory, as well as developing and including UAVs. 
Flight-training hours have increased, but still do not match those of Taiwan’s military pilots. Not 
active, so far, in China’s PKO missions abroad, the PLAAF has been increasingly active, especially 
in the East and South China Seas, where it has gained a reputation, especially among Japanese 
and U.S. military pilots, of provocative and even dangerous approaches by its aircraft. In 2014 
President Xi visited PLAAF headquarters to extol the importance of the air force in the new type 
of military China was to create. At the end of March, this year, “PLAAF jets crossed the median 
line of the Taiwan Strait”  for the first time in two decades,59 a clear message from Xi about how 
important he considers the PLAAF in what has been a core interest of the CCP since 1949. 
 
(U) PLA Navy (PLAN) 
 
(U) The PLAN has 235,000 personnel, including about 26,000 in the PLAN Air Force (and about 
600 aircraft), and some 30,000 marines. Reports posit the “navy personnel would grow by some 
15% in conjunction with the expansion of the PLAN Marine Corps.”60 The PLAN has been 
integral to Xi’s plan of achieving the Chinese Dream of rejuvenation; “Since 2012, China’s armed 
forces have deployed vessels on over 4,600 maritime security patrols and 72,000 rights 
protection and law enforcement operations and safeguarded maritime peace, stability and 
order.”61 The PLAN is organized into three fleets, North, East and South. The navy has been 
particularly active regionally, in the East China (ECS), South China (SCS) and Yellow Seas, but has 
deployed to the Mediterranean, in 2011, conducted NEO operations off Libya and Yemen, in 
2011 and 2015, respectively, established a permanent base in Djibouti, in 2017, and 
participated in anti-piracy operations in the Gulf of Aden, among other operations. In the  
ECS China has increasingly contested waters around the islets each country claims, called the 
Senkaku in Japan and the Daoyutai in China. In the SCS China has been much more active; the 
PRC claims practically all of the SCS as sovereign territory, including the Spratley and Paracel 
islands, which are also claimed by the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan. Since 
2013 China has aggressively pursued reclamation and militarization of features: “As of June 
2015, China had reclaimed more than 2,900 acres (1,170 hectares) of land. The DoD asserted 
‘China has now reclaimed 17 times more land in 20 months than the other claimants combined 
over the past 40 years, accounting for approximately 95% of all reclaimed land in the Spratly 
islands."62 Despite a promise from President Xi to the contrary, China has militarized the 
islands, including airfields, radar and jamming facilities, barracks and missile installations.63  
 -- In its “submarine, surface vessel, naval aviation, marine corps, and coastal defence 
arms,” the PLAN maintains a wide array of vessels and equipment, as it progresses from a 
formerly coastal focus to a “green-water,” (up to the first island chain, including Japan, Taiwan 
and the Philippines), and by 2050, a bluewater (up to the second island chain, including Guam, 
the Marianas and Indonesia) capability.64 A particular focus has been aircraft carriers, with one, 
bought from Ukraine, in service, a second undergoing sea trials, a third in production and more 
planned. 
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(U) PLA Rocket Force (PLARF) 
 
(U) Formerly the Second Artillery, the PLARF was designated as such on December 31, 2015. Its 
mission remains nuclear deterrence – by way of surviving a first attack to launch a nuclear 
counterattack65-- and the new service now controls conventional ballistic as well as cruise 
missiles. The PLARF is estimated at 100,000 personnel, and has “six army‐level bases numbered 
51 to 56. Each base is composed of at least three launch brigades plus supporting units such as 
training, transportation, warhead storage and handling, repair and maintenance, and 
communications.”66 While the nuclear mission remains unchanged, and has been relatively 
detached from China’s conventional military strategy, conventional missiles are key to the PRC’s 
military hopes, in keeping the U.S. and other adversaries outside of the first island chain, in case 
of a conflict, or as first salvoes to take out key military, communications and political target in 
Taiwan, in case the PRC invades the island. 
 
(U) PLA Strategic Support Force (PLASSSF) 
 
(U) While not a fifth service, the PLASSF reports directly to the CMC, and is integral to the PLA’s 
concept of informatized operations. It has two subcomponents, a Space Systems Department 
and a Network Systems Department and it “combines assorted space, cyber, electronic, and 
psychological warfare capabilities from across the PLA services and its former General 
Departments.”67 Numbers and budget for the PLASSF are unclear, but it is often compared to 
both the U.S. Space and the U.S. Cyber Command. Unlike its U.S. counterparts, the PLASSF – like 
the rest of the PLA – has domestic as well as external missions. Its troops hack Chinese citizens 
and entities as well as foreign, for instance.68 
 

(U) Law Enforcement in China 
 
(U) People’s Armed Police (PAP) 
 
(U) The People’s Armed Police were formed in 1982, after a large segment of demobilized PLAA 
soldiers were so re-designated, though the force retained much of their equipment and rank 
structure. Originally under the dual control of the CMC and the State Council, the PAP has been 
under the sole control of the CMC since December 2017. In 2018 the Chinese Coast Guard 
(CCG) was placed under the PAP in 2018, “its formal name to become the Maritime Police 
Contingent.”69 Having been divested of other missions, including border patrol, firefighting and 
resource protection, the PAP has “three core missions – internal security, maritime security and 
supporting the PLA in times of war,”70 while the CCG’s missions, which remain largely 
unchanged, “include combating maritime crimes, protecting maritime security, developing 
maritime resources, maritime ecological protection, and fisheries management.”71 Estimates of 
the number of PAP personnel vary widely, some sources saying 800,000 or more,72 while others 
posit around 660,000.73 Though the numbers involved, nature of and the specifics of operations 
are unpublished, it is clear a significant portion of PAP has been involved, for a number of years, 
in what the CCP describes as counterterrorism in Xinjiang. Its maritime arm, the CCG, has “more 
than 130 ships, making it by far the largest coast guard force.”74 As well its fleet includes “two 
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12,000 tonne cutters – the largest coast guard ships in the world.”75 The CCG has been the 
centerpiece of China’s campaign to normalize its claims over disputed territories in the East and 
South China Seas. 
 -- The CCG is aided in in its coercion and harassment campaigns – conducted in 
accordance with PLA doctrine to coerce adversaries at a level short of going to war – by the 
People’s Armed Forces Maritime Militia (PAFMM). The PAFMM, “the only government-
sanctioned maritime militia in the world,” has harassed shipping from U.S. naval vessels to 
Filipino and Vietnamese fishermen. Numbers are difficult to judge. Some vessels are owned 
outright by the PRC, many others are rented, and others are fishing vessels outfitted by China, 
but functioning only part-time in a militia role. Likewise, some members of the PAFMM receive 
government salaries and are full time, while many more are part-time.76 
 
(U) Ministries of Public Security and State Security 
 
(U) In a society subjected to rule by law, rather than rule under law, and given the PRC’s 
endemic corruption, it is no surprise police operations have undergone several attempts at 
reform to root out abuses.77  Especially since the reforms instituted to the PAP in December 
2017, civilian police force operations have been consolidated under the Ministry of Public 
Security (MPS). Since the 2018 implementation of the reforms, MPS now manages the Border 
Defense Force, and Guards Force, 78 as well as civilian police forces. Numbers are hard to come 
by, and can range from 1.6 million to 4.8 million. Even the latter number is low, as it would 
constitute only 11 police officers per 10,000 Chinese citizens. With these low numbers in mind, 
though, police work is embedded within the CCP idea that “[t]he principle of policing is reliance 
on the masses and related informal organizations. There are 1.2 million public security 
committees throughout the country with more than 5.8 million members. There are also 2.6 
million public security groups, with 6.3 million members. Totally, there are more than 3.8 
million public security organizations with about 12 million people.”79 Along with the PLA, and 
the MPS, the Ministry of State Security (MSS) is a body that focuses on Cyber operations.80 In 
contrast to U.S. entities like the National Security Agency or U.S. Cyber Command, MSS 
operations target domestic as well as international targets. 

 
(U) POLITICAL MILITARY  ECONOMIC 

SOCIAL   INFRASTRUCTURE  INFORMATION 
 
When Heaven is about to confer a great office on any man it first exercises his mind with 
suffering, and his sinews and bones with toil. It exposes his body to hunger, and subjects him to 
extreme poverty. It confounds his undertakings. By all these methods it stimulates his mind, 
hardens his nature, and supplies his incompetencies81 
     -- Mencius  
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(U) Economy of PRC 
 
(U) Deng Xiaoping’s exhortation “It is glorious to get rich,” is well known. Less well known is 
what the diminutive paramount leader, tempered in the Mencian way mentioned above, had to 
say soon after opening China to market forces: “Socialism means eliminating poverty. 
Pauperism is not socialism, still less communism. The superiority of the socialist system lies 
above all in its ability to develop the productive forces and to improve the people’s material 
and cultural life.” Setting aside questionable assertions, Deng’s homily reveals a concern that 
has been consistent from the Deng era until now: that Chinese incomes continue to increase, 
and their quality of life continue to improve. This was not out of the kindness of the hearts of 
the leaders involved, but has to do with their first priority: staying in charge. The CCP’s claim to 
legitimacy is “derived almost entirely from delivering on the promise of prosperity.”82 Xi Jinping, 
singular as his leadership so far has been, is not immune from this. His predecessor, Hu Jintao 
promised to double both China’s GDP and the per capita income between 2010 and 2020. Xi 
reaffirmed the goals when he came to power, but a variety of factors may prevent China from 
achieving these goals.83 Last year, “China's economic growth in 2018 was the slowest since 
1990.”84  This year’s latest figures indicate a growth rate of 6.2 percent for the second quarter 
for 2019, below the rate needed to achieve the doubling goals, and though the CCP “has started 
to spend more on infrastructure, a tried and tested method in China for revving up growth,” Xi 
“has declared containing financial risks is a matter of national security,” and there is a great 
deal of concern in the CCP leadership about China’s level of debt. Huge economic bailouts 
similar to the past are thus unlikely. The Economist warns “get used to headlines about Chinese 
growth at multi-decade lows. They are likely to appear again in three months and, again, three 
months after that.”85 
 -- In 2010 China’s GDP passed that of Japan, making China the second wealthiest 
country in the world. From 1978 China averaged more than 10% GDP growth a year, “the 
fastest sustained expansion by a major economy in history,”86 but its growth has slowed down 
since 2012. China is a manufacturing powerhouse, and many think the export of manufactured 
goods has led China’s GDP expansion, but infrastructure investment has been the true engine 
of growth. China leads the world in many categories of infrastructure, now, but the previous 
pace is unsustainable. Since 2006, the CCP has been “faced with significant production 
overcapacity in sectors such as steel, cement and coal.”87 
 -- The Bridge and Road Initiative, or BRI, has been seen “at least a partial way out,”88 of 
this dilemma. Originally described as a new Silk Road, the plan in 2015 included “sixty nations in 
Asia, the Middle East, Africa and Europe.” By 2017 “all the countries in the world” had been 
invited to participate. Analysts estimate China has a $40 billion fund focused only on BRI, 
“alongside pledges of over $100 billion in project financing through its banks.”89 Not only an 
economic strategy, China’s hopes to burnish its world leadership with the initiative, as “[i]n 
theory, participating countries will become tied to China through trade and investment, culture, 
finance, and potentially even security.” Some countries are leery, worried about a debt trap,90 
or, like India, about “the degree of Chinese economic penetration or naval encirclement the BRI 
might bring about.”91 
 -- In its economic development China has tried to climb the value-added ladder, with 
some success. The CCP has an industrial policy, and having earlier decided to move into the 
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high-technology sector, now wants to focus on such things as artificial intelligence and electric 
cars. Its tightening grip on information flow, a lack of “intellectual property rights protection . . . 
appetite for risk, and a willingness to fail,” as well as “a long timeframe for investment,” 92 
makes innovation problematic, and innovation is necessary in the creation of break-out 
products that then garner global market share – which China distinctly lacks -- but also for 
competing in already established technology markets. China certainly does better in the latter, 
but “across publicly listed technology, media, and telecommunications (TMT) companies, last 
year’s earnings dropped 140 percent from 2017 — a larger plunge than any other Chinese 
sector.”93 
 -- Another problem China’s economy has is excessive debt: “China's total debt-to-GDP 
ratio hit 300 percent in 2018, with corporate and public at 160 percent of GDP last year, 
compared with 90 percent in 2008. Some economists think the country's debt problem could 
drag down global economic growth, or even cause a new financial crisis, while others think 
China's economy still has so far to grow that the huge debt burden will evaporate with 
inflation.”94  
 -- Demographics present another significant concern for China’s economy. China is 
rapidly growing old, and it has not yet reached per capita level of wealth that other countries 
facing the same dilemma, like Japan and Korea, have. Those countries are developed and, in 
other words, rich. In the PRC’s case, “As a result of China’s previous ‘one child’ policy, enacted 
in 1979, the country is destined to grow old before it becomes rich, at least by Western 
standards.”95 Just four years ago in “2014, the share of China’s population older than 60 
reached roughly 15 percent; demographers predict that figure will double by 2050, reaching the 
equivalent of nearly 450 million people, or about one-quarter of the world’s elderly.”96 Median 
age will increase to around 45. Productivity will decrease and costs for support to the elderly 
will increase. 
 -- Yet another economic challenge China faces is the current trade war with the United 
States. PBSC member Wang Yang said recently “the trade war could trim as much as 1 per 
cent,” from China’s GDP.97 China has already demonstrated one weapon in its trade war  

arsenal: devaluing the yuan against the dollar. Chinese officials 
had explained a few years ago that one of the lessons they took 
from the “global financial crisis” was to manage the value of 
their country’s currency: “The capital account convertibility 
China is seeking to achieve is not based on the traditional 
concept of being fully or freely convertible . . . China will adopt 

a concept of managed convertibility.”98  President Xi has said China must ready itself for a new 
Long March, regarding this trade war,99 so this managed convertibility will likely become an 
issue again. 
 -- Unrest in Hong Kong may also represent economic risk. While Hong Kong’s economic 
contribution to China’s GDP has shrunk from twenty percent in 1997, when it was handed back 
to China under a one-country, two-systems deal, it still makes up three percent. Under Xi, the 
PRC’s economy has stopped opening to the international economy and has become more 
closed, in some respects. As a result: 
 Hong Kong’s economy is disproportionately useful to China. It has a status within a body 
 of international law and rules that gives it seamless access to Western markets. The 

https://www.scmp.com/business/china-business/article/3008432/corporate-china-hit-worst-earnings-record-2018-trade-war
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 status is multifaceted. It includes: a higher credit rating; lower risk-weights for bank and 
 counterparty exposures; the ability to clear dollars easily; independent membership of 
 the WTO; “equivalence” status for its stock exchange with those in America, Europe and 
 Japan; recognition as a “developed” stockmarket by index firms and co-operation 
 agreements with other securities regulators.100 
 

(U) POLITICAL MILITARY  ECONOMIC 
SOCIAL   INFRASTRUCTURE  INFORMATION 

 
The frontiers of the political state have fluctuated through the centuries, but the area of Chinese 
civilization has steadily increased. No territory once fully subjected to this civilization has ever 
been wholly lost, and no territory permanently incorporated in the Chinese area has withstood 
the penetration of Chinese culture. The process of absorption has sometimes been slow, but 
always complete and final. This fluidity of frontiers is explained by the fact that the Chinese are 
less a nation than a fusion of peoples united by a common culture, and the history of China is 
the record of an expanding culture, not that of a conquering empire.101  

The recorded Sinitic surnames of rulers, alone, does not indicate Han origin, necessarily, as 
many times those are adopted rather than original surnames. 102 
 
(U) Political and Social Stressors 
 
(U) There are numerous stressors in Chinese society. As mentioned in the introduction, Han 
ethnicity, though claimed by a majority of the population, is contestable, yet abuse of non-Han 
minorities in China, including, among other minority groups, Uighurs, other Muslims and 
Tibetans, involving police harassment, mass incarceration and even forced sterilizations of 
Uighur women in detention camps, is a major social stressor.103 Another stressor, and one of 
the biggest concerns of everyday citizens is corruption. According to David Lampton, at least up 
until 2010, the overwhelming majority of surveyed Chinese citizens – no matter where they 
lived in China – felt their local officials were corrupt.104 Widespread corruption can be traced, 
not only to long-standing tradition, but to the fact that CCP officials, in order to be promoted, 
must produce economic gain in their respective locales. As further incentive, the CCP allowed 
“local governments to keep surplus revenues and use them for their own purposes.”105 In a 
huge country that has grown so quickly, with no rule of law to limit abuses, Fukuyama cites 
Minxin Pei, who “argues that China’s gradual political transition has resulted in a system of 
‘decentralized predation,’ in which locally empowered officials throughout an enormous 
government system take advantage of the opportunities provided by their political control to 
extract a host of rents and bribes.”106 
 
(U) Narratives of China 
 
(U) The Open Source Center and Monitor 360 have published a number of what they call 
Master Narratives, which help to identify and explain the “historically grounded stories that 
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reflect a community’s identity and experiences, or explain its hopes, aspirations, and concerns”.  
The insights gleaned from the narratives “can be used to better understand critical audience 
segments and key influencers, build analytic capabilities, and develop actionable messaging and 
counter-messaging strategies”.  The following borrows directly from the seven narratives found 
in Master Narratives, Country Report: China, which was produced in March, 2012. 
 
(U) Wealth and Power 
 
(U) Ever since Western imperialism reduced China—a great ancient civilization and world 
power—to poverty and weakness in the nineteenth century, the Chinese people have searched 
for ways to restore the country’s wealth and power. The Chinese people stood up in 1949 and 
have made remarkable progress in the reform era. Although Western countries still plot to keep 
China down, China must continue to adopt whatever is useful from more advanced countries to 
develop its economy and military, and it will inevitably reclaim its rightful place as a world 
power. 
 
(U) China’s Rightful Place in the World 
 
(U) China played a central role in the world for over two thousand years until Western and 
Japanese imperialist aggression led to a century of humiliation. Even though China stood up 
when the CPC came to power, capitalist powers led by the United States have sought to contain 
China. China must focus on economic growth and keep a low profile on international issues 
beyond its core interests until its economy is strong and stable. China can then take on a 
greater role in the world and resume its rightful place as a dominant power at the center of the 
East Asian regional order. 
 
(U) Only the Communist Party Can Save China 
 
(U) While prior attempts to modernize failed, the CPC’s founding in 1921 set the Chinese people 
on the road to independence and prosperity. Only the CPC could save China, uniting the 
country to defeat imperialist aggression. The Chinese people stood up, becoming masters of 
their country, and creating unprecedented ethnic unity. The CPC established a socialist system 
with Chinese characteristics and launched a great new revolution of reform and opening up. 
China must forge ahead with reform and opening up to build a socialist market economy while 
maintaining unity and stability. 
 
(U) To Get Rich is Glorious 
 
(U) Since Deng Xiaoping’s economic reforms reversed nearly two decades of economic 
stagnation and political turmoil, the CPC has guided China to a miraculous leap in economic 
development and delivered on Deng’s promise to make people wealthy. The Chinese people’s 
lives are unimaginably better than just a generation ago. While problems such as pollution and 
food safety persist, party leaders are addressing these issues. The CPC must continue to 
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maintain political stability and economic growth and prevent problems from threatening 
China’s economic development. 
 
(U) Quest for Social Justice 
 
(U) Deng Xiaoping’s economic reforms produced over three decades of astounding growth and 
created enormous wealth for those fortunate enough to be in the right place at the right time. 
However, China’s rise now appears to be coming at the expense of the health and welfare of 
many ordinary Chinese citizens, and of the country’s environment. The government must fix 
this ever-widening disparity in rights, opportunity, and income and create a more just society 
for all Chinese citizens 
 
(U) Restoration of the Great Tradition 
 
(U) China is a glorious 5000-year old culture that was nearly destroyed by Western imperialism. 
Modernization has made China materially prosperous, but has created a spiritual void and 
moral decline in society that Western values cannot fill. China must revive its traditional values 
in order to restore both the health of society and the country’s rightful place as a world power. 
 
(U) Quest for Democracy 
 
(U) China’s historic transformation since the mid-nineteenth century exposed the decadence of 
traditional Chinese autocracy and paved the way for unprecedented change. Even though the 
CPC has delivered impressive economic growth and allowed a measure of individual freedom 
and civil society, lack of political reform prevents China from becoming a truly modern nation. 
Chinese citizens must band together to fulfill the dream of establishing a democratic political 
system that embraces universal values. 
 
(U) Tibetans Demand True Autonomy 
 
(U) Tibetans have a unique ethnicity, language, and culture and have historically managed their 
own affairs. When the CPC established the “Tibetan Autonomous Region” in 1949, the Han 
government promised that Tibetans could maintain their language and culture, as well as 
practice their religion under His Holiness, the Dalai Lama. The government reneged on this 
promise, however, and hatred of Han repression is now widespread. Tibetans must unite in the 
struggle for genuine autonomy and demand the Dalai Lama’s return so that they can preserve 
their culture and freely practice their religion. 
 
(U) The Oppressed Uyghurs  
 
(U) Xinjiang was once an independent Uyghur territory, but the People’s Liberation Army 
imposed Han rule over the region in 1949. Ever since, the Han government has encroached on 
the Uyghur way of life and has treated Uyghurs as unequal subjects. Han discrimination poses a 
grave danger to Uyghur culture. Uyghurs must prevent Han interference in their religion and 
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demand the use of Uyghur as Xinjiang’s primary language, equal access to jobs, and an equal 
share in the fruits of economic development. Ultimately, Uyghurs should press for restoring an 
independent Uyghur state. 
 
(U) Religion in China 
 
(U) The CCP’s official ideology is atheist, but religious affiliation in China, during the more open 
era of Dengist policies, was flourishing. However, as in most other matters, Xi saw a need for 
control: “In 2016, President Xi Jinping highlighted the need to Sinicize China’s five official 
religions—Islam, Catholicism, Protestantism, Buddhism, and Taoism—in order to ‘actively guide 
them to adapt to socialist society.’ At the 19th Party Congress in 2017, Xi reinforced his 
intentions: ‘We will fully implement the party’s basic policy on religious affairs, insist on the 
Sinicization of Chinese religions, and provide active guidance for religion and socialism to 
coexist.’”107 To further consolidate this control, “China released new regulations in 2017 on 
religious organizations and their activities, including an explicit ban on any unregistered 
religious activities.”108 And to insure religious bodies receive the active guidance required, “all 
religious organizations now report directly to the Chinese Communist Party. You Quan, the 
head of the United Front, emphasized: ‘The party’s leadership over religious work must be 
upheld.’”109 
 

(U) POLITICAL MILITARY  ECONOMIC 
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(U) Infrastructure in China  
 -- Unless otherwise cited, the following facts and figures come from the CIA World 
Factbook, China. 110 
 
(U) Infrastructure for Growth 
 
(U) It is likely China has made more strides, faster, in physical infrastructure than any country in 
history. But, given China’s size – an old Chinese proverb says “the mountains are high, and the 
Emperor is far away.” Thus, despite the centralized planning tradition of the CCP, "[b]ecause 
urban infrastructure is also a local (sub-provincial) responsibility, a vast majority of spending is 
done by local governments."111 The CCP incentivized local cadres “by in effect permitting local 
governments to keep surplus revenues and use them for their own purposes.”112 Given this 
fact, as well as the fact that cadre are promoted in the CCP based on whether or not their 
particular locales made money in a year’s time and the tradition of graft in the country, it is 
unsurprising so many infrastructure projects, "often poorly built doufu (bean curd) 
construction, decays rapidly and requires serious maintenance almost as soon as it is 
completed."113 It is also unsurprising, as Michael Beckley has said, “China has the world’s largest 
number of useless infrastructure projects.”114 
 
 

https://thediplomat.com/2018/06/the-ccps-plan-to-sinicize-religions/
http://www.loc.gov/law/foreign-news/article/china-revised-regulations-on-religious-affairs/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-xinjiang/chinese-official-says-sinicization-of-religion-in-xinjiang-must-go-on-idUSKCN1MN0P9
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(U) Electricity and Natural Gas 
 
(U) Electricity production -- 5.883 trillion kWh (2016 est.), number one in the world 
 -- Electricity consumption -- 5.564 trillion kWh (2016 est.), number one in the world 
(U) Natural gas - production -- 145.9 billion cu m (2017 est.), sixth in the world  
 -- Natural gas - consumption -- 238.6 billion cu m (2017 est.), third in the world 
 
(U) Water and Sanitation 
 
(U) Drinking water source:  
 -- Improved: urban: 97.5% of population  
          -- Rural: 93% of population  
(U) Sanitation facility access: 
 -- Improved: urban: 86.6% of population (2015 est.)  
                                   -- Rural: 63.7% of population (2015 est.) 
 
(U) Food 
 
(U) World leader in gross value of agricultural output; rice, wheat, potatoes, corn, tobacco, 
peanuts, tea, apples, cotton, pork, mutton, eggs; fish, shrimp 
 
(U) Roads, Airports, and Railways 
 
(U)Roads -- 4,773,500 km (2017), 2nd in the world  
 -- Paved: 4,338,600 km (includes 136,500 km of expressways) (2017)  
 -- Unpaved: 622,000 km (2017)  
(U) Airports (paved -- 463 (2017) 
(U) Rail -- 131,000 (2018), 2nd in the world 
 

(U) POLITICAL MILITARY  ECONOMIC 
SOCIAL   INFRASTRUCTURE  INFORMATION 

 

(U) Information in China 
 
(U) As China opened up to the world, under Dengist policies, the CCP’s attitude towards a free 
flow of information fluctuated, with “periods of relative openness punctuated by periods of 
renewed restraint.”115 Xi cracked down, as he has done in so many areas, unwilling to allow any 
criticism of the Party to surface. Soon after assuming power he issued an internal Party 
directive, listing “taboos for all institutions, including the media. The list included a warning 
against ‘the West’s idea of journalism” and freedom of the press, which it said was meant to 
‘oppose the Party’s leadership in the media, and gouge an opening through which to infiltrate 
our ideology.’”116 These policies have “taken China rapidly into reverse in ways that are 
disturbingly reminiscent of the pre-reform era.”117 And this is manpower intensive. The Chinese 
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are online: “According to a recent report from the China Internet Network Information Centre 
(CNNIC), the number of internet users in China amounted to 829 million at the end of 2018, 
with a penetration rate close to 60 percent.”118 An army of censors are online with Chinese 
citizens, carefully pruning thought critical of the Party or of Xi from the digital flora. But people 
are clever, and online communication is always morphing; it is likely people are finding ways to 
voice complaints and make criticisms in code that exists at least for a while before the censors 
catch on. Even the dedicated cleaners within China’s Great Firewall will not be able to sweep 
away all critical thought all the time. But it will not be due to a lack of trying. 
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