Parent’s PCS Checklist

2-3 Months Before Moving...

Hunting and Gathering 5tage. You know where you will be moving, but what 1s the right school for your children? Its time to hunt
down the hidden Information about schools, teachers and procadures. And, to gather Insight into the type of school Iif2 your children
will hzve after you PCS.

[0 Heed the wamings! You will want to bagin with www.greatschools.org for spedific school ratings and reviews from other
parents.

[ Search Facebook and other sodlal media for PTOYPTA groups. Ask a lot of questions on the page and let them know you are a
millitary family. Most other military parents who read your post will reach out 1o you.

[J Contact your receiving command or sponsor for local contacts. Ask FRG leaders or ombudsman for contact Information of
other spouses with similar aged children. Also, connect quickly with Installation Facebook pages. Ask questions, but do mot
fiorget 1o be fiendly. A great disposiion will go 3 lomg way In getting help from strangers.

[] Getinformation about local schools. Contact the recelving base FFSC or school llalson officer and Family Readiness Center. Ask
them to give you a contact for 2 local family willing to field your questions about nelghborhoods and schools.

[ Network! Ask your friends and active duty co-workers about the new PSC location and best schoals.

Picking the Right S5chool. Thiz s the towghest part of moving with school-aged kids. You have to make 2 declsion about what schocl
Is rigint for them without 0 much of 2 walk thnu, an Introduction or seeing classroomsteachers with your own eves. Here are a faw
critical questions vou need to ask vourself about vour child's eduecation and proposed schook

Will the school be able to meet the educational needs of vour child?

Do you want public or private school? Why?

Can you provide your own transportation?

What before and after programs are avallable?

What extra-curricular activities do they have for your child?
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Compare Your Schools. Zompare curriculum between where yvou are and whera you are going. There may be major discrepancles
betweaen different state education systems. You may find yourself moving to 2 school district far more advancad or behind than your
Curment one.

[ Wistt state, district and school websites for grade level curriculum objectives.

[J Collect and review Important schoahwork showling your child’s academic levals.

[ Compare current schoohwork to curriculwm In recalving district.

[J] Contact recalving school to discuss curriculum similarties and differences. Call the school guidance counselor.
[ Ask the receiving school how they handle new students who are behind/ahead of current grade level objectives.

The Teachers. When a military child moves from one school district to another - no mattar what grade they are In - they lose the
continuity of care and knowledoge that only comes from stayving local. Teadhers are the kay to continuity Inyour child’s education, ask
them to help set vour child up for success.

[ Ask your current child’s teacher write 3 letter to thelr new teacher. This Is a perfect venue for teachers to share Information
about vour child's learming methods or Insight Into behavior.

[0 Meat with your child's current teacher before you PC5. Schedule a confierence with teachers befora you PCS and take notes.
Thiese notes will be crtical when you have to advocate for vour child’s education or services at the nesxt school.

[] Ask your current school what their procedure Is for sending offidal transcripts. Every school might have a different method, do
Mot assume.
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Education Binder. Create an educationzl binder that 1s home ta all your Important documents. [tems such as:

[] Report cards [] Speech or ocoupational therapy
[] School work samples evaluations/summaries
eI - [ | Letters from teachers (to teachers),

[ Induding spedalty teachers [Tke

[] Teacher comments music, dance Instructors, coaches or

[J] Wotes from conferences art teachears, If applicable.

[] Coples of IEP H iﬁiﬁ I:-; testing results —dCI:-g

lowra Assessments, raading

[ Coples of 504 plan readiness, SAT's.

[0 Shot records
Information About the New School. Baofore PCSIng, parents should find out as mwdh as thay can befora moving. Mora Importantly,
know to ask the right questions:

[J] Do you have a school clendar? It should list Important dates you nead to know.

[

L]

O O O oo oo O

[

What are vour registration raguirements? Every school 15 different but most schools require copy of orders, proof of residency
and Immunization records.

What are vour summer howrs? Thils will alzo help vou plan a towr and when to register. Most schools are cdosad or have very
[imited howrs during the summer.

¥What placement options are avallabla? Utilize the district and school websites to determing the options avallable to your Chilkd
ghven thelr spedfic learning needs and the procedura for getting them placed appropriately for thelr academics.

Dioes the school district have language Immersicn programs or the ability to transfer schools vou are not zoned for? Know the
cholces avallzble to your child and transfer request procedures.

How do vou handle Incoming studants with I[EP/504 plans?
How do vou handle new students who have documented academic struggles from thalr pravious school?

Do vou have a program for gifted and talentad students? Mot all schools are equal when & comes to offering curmoubuam or
testing.

May | speak with a grade level teacher andfor counselor? This will allow you to get a fael for the climata of the school and
programs svallable to your child.

How do vou handle academic discrepancies with new students?

Do you school offer 3 way for my chilld to connect with 2 peer before school starts? Ancther millitary Family 1s great but any
walcomirg family will do.

Can you connect me with a spacialist? IF vowr child & currently wiorklng with a spedalist iLe, speach language pathologist,
ocoupationzl theraplst, reading speclzlist, counselor) at school seek out that person at the receiving school and share your
chilld’s stary with them to discuss continuity of cane

Can you help me understand how to transfer cradits, graduation reguirements and ranking? For secondary students, this will
help you determine appropriate placement In thelr academic classes.

When You Arrive at Your New Location...
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Register 2= soon as you arrive. Bring the education binder you creatad which holds 21l vour iImportant documents.
Schadule a tour of the school with vour family.

Flay on the playground or find the local hangowts whera other parents/stedants might ba. Start introducing yourself, ask
guestions and sesk out other military familles.

Ask administrators about the school's procedure for reviewing and Implementing 2 new student's [EP or 504 Plan.
Schedule any necessary meatings to review your child's IEP or 504 Plan
&zk about procedures for parent/teacher confarencas.

Contact the PTOYPTA representatives to find cut how to gat Invalved with the school, any open houses they have planned or
open positions/opportunities for voluntesrs.,
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