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“Therefore the real mission of the Naval Infantry in the foreseeable future is 
the defense of enclaves.”

“The naval infantry brigades, which are in the Navy’s composition, will be 
reformed…The presence of heavy armored vehicles will permit the “Black Berets” 
to operate autonomously at any point of the world, without relying on the support 

of the other types of troops…the Russian “Black Berets” will become expeditionary 
forces, which accomplish an extensive range of military and political missions…”
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Russian Naval Infantry Today: Capabilities and Missions of the Black Berets

Dress Rehearsal for 2013 Victory Day Parade on the Red Square/ Naval Infantrymen of the 336th Separate Naval Infantry Brigade.
Source: Vitaly Kuzmin via Vitalykuzmin.net,  https://www.vitalykuzmin.net/Military/VictoryDayParade2013/i-TrjX7r3/A, CC BY-NC-ND 4.0
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They Will Issue Armor. They Will Reinforce Naval Infantry Brigades with Tank Subunits 
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At any given time, assessments of the Russian Armed Forces vary between the idea of an in-
competent and corrupt conscript army manning decrepit Soviet equipment and relying solely on 

the “polite people” or “little green men” seen on the streets in Crimea. This book will attempt to 

modernizing.
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