Russian Culture Ministry Proposes Possible Framework for New State Ideology
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Even though the Russian constitution states that “no
ideology may be established as state or obligatory,” the
current Kremlin leadership continues to advance the param-
eters of a possible official state ideology. The first excerpt
from Russia’s official news agency, TASS, describes how
the Ministry of Culture has submitted for public discussion
the Fundamentals of State Policy for the Preservation and
Strengthening of Traditional Russian Spiritual and Moral
Values. The article reports this proposed draft policy docu-
ment “refers to a number of traditional values (e.g., life,
dignity, human rights and freedoms, patriotism, citizenship,
service to the Fatherland..., high moral ideals, a strong
family, creative work, the priority of the spiritual over the
material...),” designed to strengthen Russia. Besides listing
these aspirational values, the document also identifies
the dangers facing modern Russia, calling out “threats to
traditional values [to include]... extremist and terrorist
organizations, the actions of the United States and its
allies, transnational corporations, and foreign non-profit
organizations.”

The second excerpt from an editorial in the mostly inde-
pendent Nezavisimaya Gazeta questions the value of such
adocument, suggesting that it “is reminiscent of the ideo-
logical practices of the times of the USSR.” As this article
points out, just as in Soviet times, the new document makes
“it necessary for citizens to see an ideological enemy every-
where and oppose personal interests to state interests.”
The article concludes by asserting that this proposed policy

€( -..In general, the document, with a

certain interpretation, limits the rights
and freedoms of a person prescribed in
the Constitution, dictating both the way
of thinking and the way of life.”
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“limits the rights and freedoms of a person prescribed in
the Constitution, dictating both the way of thinking and
the way of life.” While this proposed document is designed
to guide those involved with cultural pursuits, its impact
may ultimately be felt throughout Russian society should
the Kremlin approve it.

Source: “OCHOBBI TOCIIOJIUTHKH IO COXPAHEHUIO
TPaJUIMOHHBIX LIEHHOCTEH 00CYIAT ¢ 3KCIIepTaMu
(Fundamentals of state policy for the preservation of
traditional values will be discussed with experts),”
TASS (official news agency), 25 January 2022.
https://tass.ru/kultura/13522119

The published version of the Fundamentals of State
Policy for the Preservation and Strengthening of
Traditional Russian Spiritual and Moral Values
is not final, the proposals will be discussed at
the platforms of the upper and lower houses of
parliament, in the Public Chamber of the Russian
Federation and in other instances....

In the current version, the document, posted on the
federal portal of draft regulatory legal acts, refers
to the number of traditional values “life, dignity,
human rights and freedoms, patriotism, citizenship,
service to the Fatherland and responsibility for its
destiny, high moral ideals, a strong family, creative
work, the priority of the spiritual over the material,
humanism, mercy, justice, collectivism, mutual
assistance and mutual respect, historical memory
and the continuity of generations, the unity of the
peoples of Russia.” Threats to traditional values,
according to the authors of the project, “bears the
activities of extremist and terrorist organizations,
the actions of the United States and its allies,
transnational corporations, foreign non-profit
organizations....”
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Continued: Russian Culture Ministry Proposes Possible Framework
for New State Ideology

Source: “MuHKynbTYpHI Bo3BpamaeT poccusiH Bo BpeMeHa CCCP (The Ministry of Culture returns Russians to
Soviet times),” Nezavisimaya Gazeta (mostly independent Russian media outlet), 27 January 2022. https://www.
ng.ru/editorial/2022-01-27/2_ 8357 _editorial.html

Is it necessary for citizens to see an ideological enemy everywhere and oppose personal interests to state
interests?

A draft presidential decree “Fundamentals of State Policy for the Preservation and Strengthening of Traditional
Russian Spiritual and Moral Values” developed by the Ministry of Culture has been submitted for public
discussion. The document is intended to clarify the concept of traditional values within the framework of the
National Security Strategy approved by the President....

... The threat to these values, according to the authors of the document, is “the activities of extremist and
terrorist organizations, the actions of the United States and its allies, transnational corporations, foreign non-
profit organizations.” The document notes “the ideological and psychological impact on the citizens of Russia”,
and this destructive ideology includes “the cult of selfishness, permissiveness, immorality, the denial of the ideals
of patriotism, service to the Fatherland, procreation, creative labor, Russia's positive contribution to world
history and culture...”

... All this is reminiscent of the ideological practices of the times of the USSR. Then the citizens were also
designated the image of the enemy and demanded that they meet “high criteria....” The personal is opposed
to the public: the primary are the needs of the state (serving the Fatherland), while the private (the cult of
selfishness) are secondary.

... In general, the document, with a certain interpretation, limits the rights and freedoms of a person prescribed
in the Constitution, dictating both the way of thinking and the way of life.
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