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China’s Focus on the Development of “High-Quality Y
Weapons and Equipment” for the Navy

OE Watch Commentary: China Shipbuilding Industry
Corporation (CSIC) is aiming to build the country’s first
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier by 2025, according to the high- qua lity weapons and equipment fOl’ the n avy’s strategic
recent accompanying excerpted article by the South China ) ) o0
Morning Post. Currently, China already possesses two transformation towards a blue-water force in 2025...
conventional powered carriers and is nearing completion
of a third. Developing a nuclear powered aircraft carrier,
as the article points out, will allow the Chinese navy to
“go on long missions on the high seas.” It will also “be key

“[China Shipbuilding Industry Corporation] must... provide

Source: Liu Zhen, “China Aims for Nuclear-Powered Aircraft Carrier by 2025,”
South China Morning Post, 1 March 2018. http://www.scmp.com/news/china/
diplomacy-defence/article/2135151/china-aims-nuclear-powered-aircraft-

] o carrier-2025
to firing up an advanced electromagnetic aircraft launch
system, in contrast to the ski-jump launches now in use.” CSIC (China Shipbuilding Industry Corporation) also said it was working on a
Other possible advantages not mentioned in the article new type of nuclear submarine, submarine artificial intelligence combat systems
include: greater flexibility without the hassle of refueling, and a “comprehensive electronic information system” for maritime battles.
energy independence, more storage capacity for weapons The South China Morning Post reported earlier that China was installing Al
and aircraft fuel, and an environmentally clean source of systems on its nuclear submarines as part of computer upgrades to aid decision-
(nuclear) energy. Other notable projects being undertaken making.
by CSIC, according to the article, include a “new type “We must ... provide high-quality weapons and equipment for the navy’s
of nuclear submarine (China already has several nuclear strategic transformation towards a blue-water force in 2025,” CSIC said.

submarines in its fleet), submarine artificial intelligence
combat systems, and a “comprehensive electronic
information system” for maritime battles.” End OE
Watch Commentary (Hurst)

Nevertheless, China will need to go down the nuclear power route if its aircraft
carriers are to be able to go on long missions on the high seas. Nuclear power
will also be key to firing up an advanced electromagnetic aircraft launch system,

in contrast to the ski-jump launches now in use.
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