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Russian Senior Leaders on the Lessons Learned from Syria a7 4

OE Watch Commentary: The accompanying excerpted interview of the
commander of the Western Military District, Colonel General Alexander
Zhuravlev, in Krasnaya Zvezda sheds light on the impact that Russia’s
involvement in Syria is having on the training and development of the
Russian Armed Forces. Colonel General Zhuravlev explains the importance
of effective command and control, use of unmanned vehicles, military
deception, and the increasing need to plan for urban and underground
warfare in combat operations.

The second accompanying excerpt, which is from an interview of the
commander of the 41st Combined-Arms Army, Major General Yakov
Rezantsev, also in Krashaya Zvezda, is in many respects quite similar to
Colonel General Zhuravlev’s account of the importance of Russia’s Syrian
experience. Major General Rezantsev makes an interesting observation
about how Russia sees the nature of current and future warfare: “We are
training the troops to counter the enemy under the conditions of a so-called
inverted front [mepeBepHyTHIi PpoHT] or when the front is everywhere.”
This mention of ‘inverted front’ is likely the view that current and future
conflicts will be fought through the depth of defense instead of on well-
defined fronts, as was usually the case in the 1st and 2nd World Wars.
Conflict, in this sense, could manifest in terms of heavy armored formations
on the country’s borders, but also through precision rear area strikes, special
operations forces, and hostile information operations (exploitative media
and social media) used to rile up disaffected elements of the population and
unnerve the population as a whole.

This thinking is in tune with the Russian General Staff’s public views on
the nature of current and future warfare, and is in line with recent reforms

) ] ) ) ) Colonel General Alexander Zhuravlev, Commander of the Western Military District.
that have focused on controlli ng media and social media n arratlves, and Source: Mil.ru, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Alexander_Zhuravlyov_(2017-02-28)_-1.jog, CC BY 4.0

increasing rear area security capabilities. This is likely the impetus for current discussions about creating smaller military districts that would
function as front-level commands in the event of large-scale warfare. (Discussions of front-level activities had fallen out of favor after the Cold
War.,) End OE Watch Commentary (Bartles)

““Modern combat -- and this has been confirmed by the Syrian experience -- requires
commanders at all levels to display military keen-wittedness and to seek out opportunities to

mislead the enemy and force him to act in a way that is advantageous to us.”> -Colonel General
Alexander Zhuravlev, Commander of the Western Military District

“It is hard to overestimate the significance of the experience acquired in Syria. The skills and

abilities obtained there are being systematically developed into special methodological guides.”
-Colonel General Alexander Zhuravilev, Commander of the Western Military District

““We are training the troops to counter the enemy under the conditions of a so-called inverted
front [nepesepuymuiii hponm] or when the front is everywhere. This concept for the conduct of
combat operations continues to be studied by military specialists taking account of the emergence
of new means of armed combat and the effective monitoring of modern reconnaissance systems and

instruments.”> -Major General Yakov Rezantsev, Commander of the 41st Combined Arms Army
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Continued: Russian Senior Leaders on the Lessons Learned %~/
from Syria

Source: Oleg Pochinok, “C yuérom cupuiickoro ombita (Taking Account of Syrian Experience),” Krasnaya Zvezda Online, 27 May 2019.
http://redstar.ru/s-uchyotom-sirijskogo-opyta-2

Saint Petersburg -- The Western Military District winter training period, which has now ended, showed that considerable attention is being
devoted within the troops to implementing the experience acquired while performing missions in the Syrian Arab Republic. This experience,
as practice shows, plays an important role in enhancing the proficiency both of individual servicemen and of units and subunits. Hero of
Russia Colonel General Alexander Zhuravlev, commander of the Western Military District, talked to Krasnaya Zvezda about the work being
done in this area.

Alexander Alexanderovich, the concept of “Syrian experience” is rather generalized. What does it entail, first and foremost?
Above all, this is not a separate area of intensive combat training, but an organic component of it.

During practical performance of combat training assignments we strive to make as much use as possible of the experience of conducting
hostilities in modern armed conflicts, including in the Syrian Arab Republic. When conducting tactical, special tactical, and command-staff
exercises, we devote particular attention to unorthodox thinking, departing from established stereotypes, and using nonstandard methods
when assignments are being tackled by generals and officers. To this end, they make active use of procedures such as turning movements,
envelopment, infiltration, and covertly moving to the attack transition line. Modern combat -- and this has been confirmed by Syrian
experience -- requires commanders at all levels to display military keen-wittedness and to seek out opportunities to mislead the enemy and
force him to act in a way that is advantageous to us. Heightened attention is therefore paid to the utmost readiness of command and control
and comprehensive support systems, and also to the covert deployment of the necessary forces.

Is account taken of the particularities of hostilities conducted by terrorist forces? How well studied are they?

A particular feature of the Middle East conflict is that the main hostilities are conducted in population centers. Moreover, the terrorists do
not only strive to maintain their positions but also make attempts to expand the territory under their control. They use simple and on the
whole effective tactics and methods of combat. In particular, they use the civilian population as a living shield, thereby depriving the pro-
government forces of their superiority in firepower. In addition, in the Middle East conflict the terrorists for the first time began using state-
of-the-art means of armed combat -- strike UAVs and means of electronic reconnaissance and electronic warfare...When holding a seized
population center, the terrorists generally organize a system of fragmented defense [ouazosas oboponal. Its stability derives from a robust
system of firepower, high density of firepower, and also the ability to rapidly concentrate forces in the necessary place. For this purpose,
buildings are linked by tunnels and underground communication passages, making it possible to covertly regroup and transfer reserves to the
most threatened areas. Approaches to positions and tank danger areas are mined. The lower stories of buildings in key areas are turned into
long-term fire positions. Armor and artillery are placed in residential districts close to socially significant assets (hospitals, schools, mosques)
in order to avoid being destroyed by airstrikes. At crossroads, barricades are erected and permanent emplacements constructed, linked by
communication passages for covert maneuvers.

In other words, the importance of skillful organization of urban warfare is increasing?

Definitely. Cities, as natural fortified areas, are centers of resistance and constitute a goal of armed combat. In particular, fierce fighting
was conducted for Palmyra and Aleppo in Syria, and also for Fallujah and Mosul in Iraq. Moreover, the cities of Aleppo and Mosul are, in
fact, megalopolises with a population of more than 2 million. Incidentally, it can also be said that in Syria a new way of using Armed Forces
formations was developed and tested in practice for the first time -- the humanitarian operation. Thus, in Aleppo and Eastern Ghouta, at
the same time as performing combat assignments to rout the terrorists, it was necessary within a short space of time to plan and conduct
measures to evacuate the civilian population from the conflict zone...Practice shows that the establishment of control over urbanized areas
will, in the medium term, become one of the key conditions for achieving success in military operations. When conducting hostilities in a
city (or population center), a number of particular features can be identified. These are the lack of a clear line of contact with the enemy and
the extent of the line of contact both vertically (from underground passages to the upper stories of buildings) and in terms of depth. Another
characteristic is the difficulty of maneuvering forces, and also of using armor because of the considerable number of obstacles. There is also
the factor of the defending side’s superior knowledge of the locality...

Do the gunmen’s tactics and the various objective conditions for countering them require an appropriate adjustment to the organization
of everyday combat training?

1t is hard to overestimate the significance of the experience acquired in Syria. The skills and abilities obtained there are being systematically
developed into special methodological guides. At training grounds, commanders of subunits are practicing constructing and overcoming
“Syrian ramparts,” conducting “tunnel warfare” and “countertunnel measures,” and combatting “jihad-mobiles” and combat drones,
including with the use of electronic warfare. During combat training, work is done on assignments as part of integrated reconnaissance and
fire and reconnaissance and strike systems, with the use of various types of maneuver. Tactical exercises by motorized rifle and tank subunits
are conducted in collaboration with aviation and the use of UAVs.
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Continued: Russian Senior Leaders on the Lessons Learned A
from Syria

Source: Taras Rudyk, “Boesbie mpuoputetsl cubupckux opuran (The Combat Priorities of the Siberian Brigades),” Krasnaya Zvezda Online,
15 May 2019. http://redstar.ru/boevye-prioritety-sibirskih-brigad

You have served in various regions and taken part in troop operations -- not least in Syria. Given that fact, have you made any changes
or introduced any innovations into the tactical and weapons training of Siberian formations and units or into the professional career-area
training of officers?

Virtually all formation and unit commanders -- as well as the bulk of Army command-and-control officers -- have performed missions in
the Syrian Arab Republic or another armed conflict areas. We are, of course, introducing the combat experience they acquired there into the
process of training the personnel in tactical field training, at gunnery ranges, and at troop firing ranges. This is the priority requirement from
the Commander of the Central Military District, the Chief of the Armed Forces General Staff, and the Russian Federation Defense Minister.

As regards the combat experience acquired in Syria both by our specialists and on the whole by the grouping of Russian troops in the Syrian
Arab Republic, we have already repeatedly applied it and are applying it in practice in the course of tactical live firing exercises, and we

are also demonstrating it for training purposes at methodological training camps with commanders at various levels. Thus, in the course

of defensive exercises, engineer fortifications for defensive positions were produced covertly and in good time by utilizing bulldozers with
cover provided by combat engineer and reconnaissance sections. When it came to preparing the “Syrian berm” [protective earthworks for
maneuver in which a tank fires in motion], defense was conducted on a platoon-by-platoon basis. Each section appointed observers to monitor
the aerial situation with a view to detecting enemy unmanned aerial vehicles -- quadcopters and drones. In order to combat “jihad mobiles”
composite groups armed with heavy machine guns, antitank rocket launchers, and antitank guided missiles were set up. Snipers practiced
elements of countersniper warfare and camouflage skills in both wooded, mountain, and desert terrain...

You said that during the winter period there were two two-sided battalion tactical exercises with live firing. In February one of those
battalion tactical exercises was held with subunits of the 74th Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade at the Yurga Combined-Arms Test Range
-- a battalion tactical group with reinforcing and support subunits operated mobile defense. To what extent is that subject currently a
topical one when training troops in this region? What are the features of combat training under Siberian conditions?

It cannot be said that we are entirely abandoning the classic static defense. It is defined by the field manual when troops are concentrated
across a broad front and they have time to prepare for combat. But the questions of conducting maneuver defense are topical today, since they
are dictated by the combat experience acquired in the armed conflict areas -- including Syria -- that I have mentioned. We are training the
troops to counter the enemy under the conditions of a so-called inverted front [nepeeepnymuiii hponm] or when the front is everywhere. This
concept for the conduct of combat operations continues to be studied by military specialists taking account of the emergence of new means of
armed combat and the effective monitoring of modern reconnaissance systems and instruments. We are training subunits to conduct mobile
operations under enemy fire, because the troops must be prepared to repel an attack from any direction at any time...

Given the modern development of weaponry and unmanned aerial vehicles -- including unmanned combat aerial vehicles -- we must rule
out the static performance of missions and operate in a creative fashion. When planning combat operations and accomplishing missions,
commanders must think about how to protect the lives and well-being of their subordinates. That is why we are training the troops at test
ranges to be able to change their location as quickly as possible once their combat training missions have been accomplished. That was the
case with the two-sided live-fire battalion tactical exercise in the 74th Separate Motorized Rifle Brigade, during which the troops successfully
rehearsed more than 15 firing and tactical missions, and the commanders acquired skills relating to the command and control of subunits and
organizing collaboration between them in a complex and rapidly changing environment.
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Corruption and Delays in Russian Long-Range UAV
Development

OE Watch Commentary: Over the past decade,
Russian military officials have repeatedly discussed
developing, testing and fielding a heavy, long-range
UAV. The need for such a weapon system became fully
evident after the Kremlin’s decision in September 2015
to support the Assad government in Syria Thereafter,

and that fielding would begin in the near future. To
date, however, the Russian military still lacks a long-
range UAV. The accompanying brief excerpt from the
independent news source Sobesednik provides some
insight into the causes of this delay.

The article begins by pOinting out that “Vladimir scurce:sre5u585»coﬁcmeemanpa6urﬁzl[l;%rwﬁi](,’h‘?pls%ér‘{rigng\zlgr:gilinglfvgr;dexphp?curid:ézsszmo, CCBY-5A4.0.
Putin and Defense Minister Sergey Shoygu will inspect
Tatarstan [Kazan] for the second time this year,” apparently to figure out “why the State Defense Order had been disrupted for production of the
Altair heavy UAYV, acutely needed by our Armed Forces performing combat missions in Syria.” The article then goes on to describe how one of
the key firms involved in developing the heavy UAV (the M.P. Simonov Experimental Design Bureau) was a victim of a “hostile acquisition...
with support of Kazan law enforcement officials.” The remainder of the article attempts to explain the complex, convoluted scheme which
allowed certain business and state officials to divert defense funding for the heavy UAV into their own pockets. In anticipation of Putin’s visit,
the article alleges that the staff of Tatarstan leadership “were able to destroy practically all documents that could bear evidence” of criminal
activity at the local level.

While not necessarily representative of the wider Russian defense industry, this article highlights a key obstacle to the country’s continued
plans for military modernization: deep seated, bureaucratic irregularities, even corruption. Even with all the rhetoric about the strength of
Russian patriotism, this article suggests that certain senior government, business and security officials continue to develop schemes for personal
enrichment at the expense of the country’s defense. End OE Watch Commentary (Finch)

©¢ .. A multitude of questions have built up for local VPK [military industrial complex] enterprises: one of
the main ones is why the State Defense Order had been disrupted for production of the Altair heavy UAV

acutely needed by our Armed Forces performing combat missions in Syria...”

Source: Maksim Rogozin, “CoBemanne B Kazanu: kakne TOKyMEHTHI COTPYAHUKH Mpe3uIeHTa TarapcTaHa MOIIIM YHHUYTOKUTD TIepe]
BusutoM [lytuna (Conference in Kazan: Which Documents Associates of the President of Tatarstan Could Destroy Prior to Putin’s Visit),”
Sobesednik Online, 13 May 2019. https://sobesednik.ru/politika/20190513-soveshanie-v-kazani-kakie-dokumenty-sotrudniki-prezidenta-
tatarstana-mogli-unichtozhit-pered-vizitom-putina

Viadimir Putin and Defense Minister Sergey Shoygu will inspect Tatarstan for the second time this year. A multitude of questions have built up for local
VPK [military industrial complex] enterprises: one of the main ones is why the State Defense Order had been disrupted for production of the Altair heavy
UAV acutely needed by our Armed Forces performing combat missions in Syria...

...Complaints can be lodged at the same time with Republic head Rustam Minnikhanov, whose former adviser, Cypriot citizen Rustem Magdeyev,
participated in the hostile acquisition of the M.P. Simonov Experimental Design Bureau with support of Kazan’ law enforcement officials. At least that is
what both the heads and rank-and-file personnel of the Bureau assert.

...Magdeyev is an influential person in the Republic. According to mass media information, he is a confidant of Radik Yusupov, leader of the so-called
Sevastopol’ organized crime group and known by the nickname “Dragon.”

..At was learned from our sources close to the Republic leadership that on the threshold of the visit by the president of Russia, associates of
Minnikhanov’s staff were able to destroy practically all documents that could bear evidence of his ties with Magdeyev.

Just what position will Tatarstan Republic President Minnikhanov take now? Will he defend the interests of his associate Magdeyev or will he finally tell
the truth about why the State Defense Order was disrupted?
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The Path Already Taken: A Return to Cadre Formations? »

OE Watch Commentary: The accompanying excerpted editorial by renowned military journalist and academic Alexander Golts in Ekho
Moskvy discusses the reasoning behind proposed changes to the provisions in Russian law on medical exemptions for conscription. In short,
the changes will require that disqualifying medical conditions be documented only by institutions approved by the Ministry of Defense (MoD),
instead of the current practice of allowing private physicians to do this task. This reform is intended to decrease the number of medical waivers
for military service, as it will presumably be far more difficult to bribe personnel at the MoD approved institutions, than a private physician.

Golts presents an interesting question about why the Russian Federation is still very concerned about draft dodging, while it has been bragging
about the popularity of contract service. The author posits that Russia has fallen far short of the previously stated goal of having 425,000
servicemen under contract by 2019 (the actual number probably being around 350,000 servicemen). Golts also points out that although the
Russian MoD has experienced some modest growth in terms of personnel in the last few years, the total number of personnel is still fewer than
900,000. Golts states that Russia has added 25 large units since 2014, but despite this significant increase in the number of units, the number of
personnel has only increased by 30,000 in this time period (enough personnel for 3-4 large units). In addition, Russia plans on creating 11 more
divisions and brigades by the end of 2019. The author speculates that these large increases in unit numbers, but modest increase in personnel,
means that Russia is pondering a return to the cadre system, that used partially manned units, and that was abolished during the 2008 ‘New
Look’ reforms. Golts believes that if Russia is considering a return to the cadre system, it will need to maintain a large reserve of personnel
who have received military training during compulsory service. Although a complete return to cadre system of military manning is highly
unlikely, Russia may be contemplating a partial return to this system. End OE Watch Commentary (Bartles)

€€ ..the General Staff strategists have only one way out. It is to return to the Soviet mass

mobilized army concepl‘.” -Alexander Golts

Source: “Alexander Golts, Anexcanap 'onbi: 3adem BacTu yxecTouaroT npasuiia npusbiBa B apmuio (Alexander Golts: Why the Authorities
Have Tightened Conscription Regulations in the Army),” Ekho Moskvy Online, 31 May 2019. https://echo.msk.ru/blog/openmedia/2436425-
echo

All sorts of new initiatives, which are directed at toughening draft regulations, are pelting down from the commanding heights. We just learned that the
Ministry of Defense has submitted a draft of new amendments to the Law “On Military Obligation and Military Service”...The capability will appear for
the draft boards to double-check the health of conscripts, who had previously received a deferment, semiannually. To do this, they will regularly send
them for a reexamination to special entrusted medical institutions, which are on a special Defense Ministry list. So, they presume to fight this through
the use of mercenary doctors, who receive compensation to assign diagnoses to those young men, who are released from service. At the same time, the
Government Commission on Draft Law Activity has supported the draft law on increasing the fines on military registration...

The new Defense Ministry initiatives indicate to what extent the official reports differ from the actual state of affairs. So, the Military Department
contends that compulsory service soldiers are gradually being supplanted by contract servicemen. However, even the official figures do not confirm that.
Actually, the number of conscripts has continuously declined over the course of several years. In 2018, it even set a peculiarly abysmal record — more than
260,000 men were drafted.

But, at the same time, over the course of several years (since 2016), the official strength of contract servicemen has not increased at all, one and the
same figure has been cited in the reports — 385,000. In the process, even it appeared to be inflated. In a Krasnaya Zvezda interview in March, Yevgeniy
Burdinskiy, the chief of the General Staff Main Organizational-Mobilization Directorate, acknowledged that there are “more than 350,000 contract
servicemen. But literally several days later, Defense Minister Sergey Shoygu confided that there are 395,000 contract servicemen in the Armed Forces...
In any case, this is lower than planned. According to the Ministry of Defense Action Plan for 2013-2020, there should be 425,000 contract servicemen in
2019.

The question arises; just what strength of contract servicemen should correspond to the allegedly gradually declining number of conscripts? All the
more so that they propose to send 7,000 more to the Army this spring than last year. Do we need to arrive at the conclusion in this case that the number of
contract servicemen has not increased but, on the contrary, has decreased?

In reality, they are suppressing two factors in the Russian General Staff. First of all, the fact that Russia is declining right now and will fall into a
demographic hole in the next few years. By 2030, the number of young men, who will annually reach the age of 18, will not exceed 650,000... Demography
is affecting the fact that the number of contract servicemen is also not increasing — really their ranks to a great extent are being augmented only by those
people, who have completed compulsory service. So, the base for extended service is being reduced due to demographics.

In the process, it is obvious that contract servicemen are leaving the Armed Forces en masse, contrary to the victorious reports. Since officially the
problems do not exist, one can only guess about the contract servicemen'’s real misfortunes...The fact that Russia has entered into a new Cold War is
another problem. The Ministry of Defense regularly reports about the development of increasingly new formations: three armies, four army corps, and 25
formations have been created in the Armed Forces since 2014. But, in so doing, the Army’s strength has increased by a total of 30,000 servicemen. This is
enough for a total of 3-4 formations, but in no way for 25. And they plan to create 11 more divisions and brigades in 2019.

As a result, the General Staff strategists have only one way out. It is to return to the Soviet mass mobilized army concept. This is when 80 percent of
the units and formations — are not fully-manned. It is assumed that millions of reservists will be sent to these formations on the eve of a war or after
its initiation. But in order to conduct that planning, you need to have at your disposal a so-called “mobilization resource”, those people, who received
military training during compulsory service. This is precisely why the authorities want to rake up the maximum number of recruits into the Army during

the conversations about a contract army.
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Formation of a Warrior-Statist &7 4

OE Watch Commentary: July marks the one-year anniversary of the re-introduction of the Main
Military-Political Directorate within the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation. This organization is
charged with organizing political-military instruction, as well as helping maintain morale and discipline
within the ranks. To commemorate the event, the chief of the Directorate, Colonel-General Andrei V.
Kartapolov, provided Russia’s main military newspaper Krasnaya Zvezda with a long and detailed article
describing the organization’s mission, why it was established, and some of its achievements to date.

Not surprisingly, given that his article was published less than a week after the Victory Day
celebrations, Kartapolov begins by invoking the “unparalleled feat of the Soviet people during the Great
Patriotic War” (World War II) claiming that this triumph represents “the spiritual bond of our society”
today. While Kartapolov does not identify the guilty parties, he alleges that “our opponents denigrate,
pervert the most precious thing for the people of Russia - the memory of the Great Patriotic War,” and

“they” are trying to corrupt Russian youth with “extremist ideologies.” The Main Military-Political
Directorate has been established to combat these negative trends and to inculcate within military
personnel the “fundamental spiritual values that form the framework of the military service of modern
Russia.”

He summarizes that “the main goal of creating military-political bodies is to form a warrior-statist - a Colonel-General Andrei V. Kartapolov.
reliable and loyal defender of the Fatherland, a carrier of traditional spiritual and moral values of Russian " Blmpipec conso
society.” Kartapolov asserts that after the collapse of the USSR, “depoliticization [of the military] was an erroneous step,” arguing that “the
Armed Forces are not only a military force, but also a political institution,” in that they are charged to “ensure the protection of the constitutional

system and order, which allows preserving the stability and sustainable development of the entire political system of society.”

During the Soviet period, the Main Political Administration was created to ensure that the Soviet military remain dedicated to the Communist
Party ideals and leadership. When these ideals were discredited, the Soviet leadership soon collapsed. Today’s Main Military-Political
Directorate within the Russian Armed Forces appears to be aligning itself dangerously close with the current Kremlin leadership. Should
Russian society grow weary of the status quo, this proximity and the willingness to defend a specific political system could have troubling
consequences for the Russian military in the future. End OE Watch Commentary (Finch)

¢ ..The main goal of creating military-political bodies is to form a warrior-statist - a reliable and loyal

defender of the Fatherland, a carrier of traditional spiritual and moral values of Russian Society.”

Source: Colonel-General Andrei V. Kartapolov, “Hamma mens — oopmupoBanne BorHa-rocynapcTBeHHuKa (Our goal is the formation of a
warrior-statist),” Krasnaya Zvezda, 15 May 2019. http://redstar.ru/nasha-tsel-formirovanie-voina-gosudarstvennika/

...Its name changed several times, but the main purpose remained unchanged - to organize in the army and in the navy [and] work to maintain high
morale of the troops, political and military education of personnel....

...The unparalleled feat of the Soviet people during the Great Patriotic War is today the spiritual bond of our society.... For modern commanders and
their deputies in military-political work, the historical memory of the highest selflessness and perseverance of Soviet soldiers, officers and generals
who have defended our Motherland in fierce battles is very important. At the same time, our opponents denigrate, pervert the most precious thing for
the people of Russia - the memory of the Great Patriotic War, they are trying to prove that the feat of the older generations - the winners of fascism - is
exaggerated by history. The priority target audience is youth - the future of Russia.

Extremist ideology based on the ideas of neo-Nazism and radical Islam is spreading on the Internet. The result of such a link is that the forms and
methods of implementation of right-wing and left-wing extremist groups of actions often become indistinguishable from terrorist acts carried out by
radical Islamists....

...The conclusion from what has been said is obvious: it is necessary to systematically proceed to the formation of political consciousness, high moral
and volitional qualities, immunity to ideological and cultural values alien to our society from the personnel of the Armed Forces (and indeed from the
whole of Russian society as a whole) .

...Awareness of the urgent need to strengthen the protection of traditional values of Russian society, the importance of its spiritual unity in the difficult
conditions of global instability led the military-political leadership of the country to a decision on a radical restructuring of the system of work with
personnel of the Armed Forces....

...The post-Soviet period was characterized by active de-partyization, de-ideologization and de-communization of all spheres of public life, and first of
all the system of work with the personnel of the army and navy. It must be admitted that this was a compromise solution caused by the conditions of the
transition period.

...INow, many years later, it became clear that depoliticization was an erroneous step. After all, the Armed Forces are not only a military force, but also
a political institution. It is another matter that in a legal and democratic society they should support not one or another party, but the legitimately elected
power of the people, ensure the protection of the constitutional system and order, which allows preserving the stability and sustainable development of
the entire political system of society... The main goal of creating military-political bodies is to form a warrior-statist - a reliable and loyal defender of the
Fatherland, a carrier of traditional spiritual and moral values of Russian society.

...] want to highlight the fundamental spiritual values that form the framework of the military service of modern Russia, the basis of the political
consciousness of the Armed Forces personnel...
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Russia’s Strategic Culture L . S

OE Watch Commentary: Some Russian military theorists have adopted
the notion of a “Strategic Culture” (SC), suggesting that individual countries
view the concepts of strategy, defense, and war differently. In the brief excerpt
from the somewhat independent military weekly Voyenno-Promyshlennyy
Kuryer (VPK), the prolific author, Alexander Bartosh describes the main
characteristics of the Russian SC in light of the challenges facing the
country today. He borrows a definition from Russian military expert, Andrei
Kokoshin, who defines SC as the “special behavior of the armed forces
inherent in a given country and its people, in the methods of using military
force.” He elaborates by describing SC as “a set of stereotypes of consistent
& behavior... in the use of military force to attain political objectives...” Bartosh

—— = claims that SC is not an attribute only of the Armed Forces... but of the whole
Russian So!odu{cee(ir{;:‘.,//akfeiﬂ’Zicge\iZtl{:;iigg%/gvijgﬁg!gg\?olway 2017 nation....[and] which often persists almost unchanged with a change in the

leadership of a country or even the political system.”

T S

Bartosh asserts that many of Russia’s current problems stem from the mistaken attempt in the 1990s when “the ruling elites attempted to
transfer elements of US strategic culture onto Russian soil without the necessary critical rethinking.” According to Bartosh, this was a serious
blunder, and “as a result, the national security of our state was threatened, the Armed Forces were significantly weakened, entire industries and
strategic defense enterprises were destroyed, and the cultural and ideological sphere was seriously damaged.”

Bartosh goes on to describe what he considers five “unique components” of Russian SC: “defensive in nature, a focus on the unconditional
end of war in victory, a willingness to sacrifice for success, collectivism, and a desire for a balanced use of force.” While Bartosh claims
that “the only legal basis for the use of military force is the decision of the UN Security Council,” he explains Russia’s use of armed force in
Georgia, Ukraine, Syria and elsewhere over the past decade, by insisting that “Russia may conduct military actions without appropriate sanction
in the exercise of the right to individual or collective self-defense in the event of an armed attack on her or her allies.”

Bartosh bemoans the fact that many Russians today do not subscribe to this SC recipe and quotes fellow pundit, retired general Leonid
Ivashov who claims that “Russia today has gotten lost in the darkness of wild capitalism... First it tried squeezing into the immoral and vile
western system..., then rushes into the arms of China. The current power ‘elite’ does not have a course for Russia, or rather, it is pursuing a
course to nowhere.” While Russia may indeed possess a unique Strategic Culture, the model proposed by Bartosh does not necessarily reflect
the mundane reality. End OE Watch Commentary (Finch)

. We emphasize the unique components of the Russian Strategic Culture: defensive in nature, focus on

the unconditional end of the war victory, willingness to sacrifice for the sake of it, collectivism, the desire

for a balanced use of force...”

Source: Alexander Bartosh, “Hapoa-mobenurens Hyx)maercs B monnepxkke (The Victorious People need Support),” Voyenno-Promyshlennyy
Kuryer VPK [Military-Industrial Courier], 21 May 2019. https://vpk-news.ru/articles/50309

Today the world is opposed to the final vector of interaction of forces, on the one hand, contributing to stability and order, on the other - provoking
anarchy, chaos. The balance between them determines the nature of the era. You can stand and win in global competition based on a body of knowledge
that covers a wide range of strategies and technologies, both traditional and innovative. The strategic culture (SC) has a significant but still not
sufficiently demanded potential as a tool for military-political analysis, developing a general line for other states, searching for mutually acceptable
solutions when communicating with representatives of other civilizations. SC includes financial, economic, administrative, political, cultural and
ideological spheres. This makes it pivotal.

Strategic culture, as defined by Academician of the Russian Academy of Sciences Andrei Kokoshin, is expressed in the special behavior of the armed
forces inherent in a given country and its people, in the methods of using military force. The SC is a set of stereotypes of the sustainable behavior of
the relevant subject in the use of force on a large scale in its political objectives and military objectives, including in the preparation, adoption and
implementation of strategic decisions.

SC - an attribute not only of the Armed Forces or even the state machine, but of the whole nation. This is a long-term, highly inertial sociopsychological
phenomenon, which often persists almost unchanged with a change in the leadership of a country or even a political system....

Our SC was severely tested during the breakdown of the Soviet socio-political formation in the early 90s. At that time, the ruling elites attempted to
transfer elements of US strategic culture onto Russian soil without the necessary critical rethinking, inviting advisers and consultants from the State
Department and the CIA to do this. As a result, the national security of our state was threatened, the Armed Forces were significantly weakened, entire
industries and strategic defense enterprises were destroyed, and the cultural and ideological sphere was seriously damaged....

“Russia today,” according to Leonid Ivashov, “has gotten lost in the darkness of wild capitalism, is trying to find its own way, its place in the system of
the modern world order. First it tried squeezing into the immoral and vile western system...then rushes into the arms of China. The current power “elite”
does not have a course for Russia, or rather, it is pursuing a course of nowhere.”

...We emphasize the unique components of the Russian Strategic Culture: defensive in nature, focus on the unconditional end of the war victory,
willingness to sacrifice for the sake of it, collectivism, the desire for a balanced use of force... All these were most clearly manifested in the years of the
Great Patriotic War.
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China-Russia Relations: “Harmonious but not Identical” \ A 4

OE Watch Commentary: Over the past decade, much has been
written about the growing alignment of Russian and Chinese strategy.
One of the binding elements of this alignment has been their mutual
desire to challenge what they regard as a US-led global security
order. In the brief excerpt from the popular daily MK Online, Russian
academic Yuriy Tavrovskiy describes some of the details behind the
notion that these two countries are “united by the rejection of US
geopolitical expansion.”

Tavrovskiy begins by describing how Chinese authorities are using
propaganda to both prepare the country “for possible difficulties and
hardships,” and to stoke anti-American sentiments, by reminding
the population that “casualties of the ‘Chinese People’s Volunteers’
approached a million” during the Korean War. This is necessary
because, as he asserts, “the Cold War against China is developing A
according to the patterns of the one that has been waged against Russia Russian Defense Minister, Sergei Shoigu meets with Chinese Defense Minister Wei Fenhe

. . . . . at the Moscow Conference on International Security, April 2019.
for many years,” whereby the US is trying to contain China with “trade e LA et AT 138 Suensepit-ait, LA 32

and financial sanctions, restrictions on access to technology, and being surrounded with military bases.”

The author argues that “the US position is complicated by the need to confront two nuclear powers with global interests at once,” and that an
attempt to constrain Russia and China “may create... advantages for Moscow and Beijing, if they can properly assess it and quickly coordinate
their plans and actions.” While their mutual relations “have seen good and not so good times,” Tarkovskiy suggests that they should strengthen
military ties with “even more frequent exercises on the ground, ... sea, ... space, [and through] exercises to counter cyber warfare, the creation of
regional centers for flexible response, and joint development of new weapons systems.”

Tarkovskiy ends his article on a realistic note, pointing out that the “new challenges and common threats are unlikely to lead to the creation
of a Russian-Chinese military-political alliance in the foreseeable future.” He suggests, however, that even though the two countries remain

“together, but separate,” such a situation will force “the United States [to] fight on two fronts at once.” (Also see: “China Upgrades Relations
with Russia,” in this issue of OF Watch.) End OE Watch Commentary (Finch)

¢ ..The ‘Cold War’ against China is developing according to the patterns of the one that has been

: : 29
waged against Russia for many years.

Source: Yuriy Tavrovskiy, “Bropoit ppoHT amepukaHckoii XomoaHoi BoiHBL: Poccus Tonbko Beiurpaet (The Second Front of US Cold War:

Russia Will Only Benefit),” MK Online, 4 June 2019. https://www.mk.ru/economics/2019/06/04/vtoroy-front-amerikanskoy-kholodnoy-

voyny-rossiya-tolko-vyigraet.html
—

Russia and China were united by the rejection of US geopolitical expansion.

The US offensive against China on the trade and financial fronts, pushing China out of the global high-tech markets, and the rise of military tensions in
the Taiwan Strait and the South China Sea make it possible to draw the conclusion that the overt phase of the “Cold War” is approaching.

Intensification of anti-Chinese actions gives rise to an adequate response from the Chinese authorities defending national interests. Public resentment
and patriotic sentiment in the media and blogosphere are growing. Regarding internal propaganda, a campaign began to prepare the population for
possible difficulties and hardships in the spirit of the Long March (1934-1936)... On TV, the traditions of selfless struggle against US forces during the
Korean War (1950-1953) were glorified when the casualties of the “Chinese People’s Volunteers” approached a million!...

...The ‘Cold War’ against China is developing according to the patterns of the one that has been waged against Russia for many years. Trade and
financial sanctions, restrictions on access to technology, and being surrounded with military bases have become regular facts of life of Russian society....

...But on the other hand, the US position is complicated by the need to confront two nuclear powers with global interests at once. The new situation may
create additional advantages for Moscow and Beijing, if they can properly assess it and quickly coordinate their plans and actions.

The relations between Moscow and Beijing for the 70 years that have passed since the founding of the PRC (People’s Republic of China) and the
establishment of diplomatic relations have seen good and not so good times....

...Given the emerging reality, the already achieved high level of mutual understanding and interaction between the commanding staff of the military
departments and security agencies can be increased. A response to new challenges should include even more frequent exercises on the ground and in the
sea and in the near and deep space, exercises to counter cyber warfare, the creation of regional centers for flexible response, and joint development of
new weapons systems.

Let us be realistic. Even new challenges and common threats are unlikely to lead to the creation of a Russian-Chinese military political alliance in the
foreseeable future. At the start of the “cold war” that has been imposed on us, we will be “together, but separate” according to the Chinese proverb “he
er bu tong” [“harmonious but not identical’]. The United States will fight on two fronts at once. Our cause is right!
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New Fueling Capability Will Enhance Russian Maneuver ) 4 4

OE Watch Commentary: The history of the Fuel Service dates
from 1936, when the Red Army’s Fuel Supply Directorate was

created on 17 February of that year, concurrently with the creation
of the military districts’ fuel service sections. This day marked

the birth of the Fuel Service of the Armed Forces of the Soviet
Union, and then of Russia. The Fuel Service is one of Russia’s most
important logistical assets, usually working closely with the Pipeline
Troops by supplying ground vehicle, aviation, and missile fuels, A :
oil and lubricants throughout the country. Fuel Service personnel ' 20 - | B e
are responsible for receiving, storing and dispensing fuel; along
with servicing fuel depots and refueling points. They are trained in
the “Use of Fuel and Missile Fuel” and “Organization of Supply of

£ {‘* : T P
i N
Fuel and Missile Fuel” departments of the Volsk Military Logistics : .‘1 A —

Institute, with a dedicated five-year curriculum for Fuel Service
officers. The accompanying excerpted article from Krasnaya Zvezda —
discusses new Fuel Service vehicles that will enhance Russian Fuel tanker based on KamAZ-63501 chassis with a capacity of 12000 litres and 10 dispensers.

Source: Boevaya mashina via Wikimedia, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ATZ-12-10-63501.jpg, CC BY-SA 4.0
maneuver.

The article discusses new Fuel Service vehicles based on the 8x8 KamAZ-63501 chassis, in the ‘Mustang’ line of KamAZ vehicles, which are
capable of 1.75m ford depth and overcoming obstacles of up to .6m in height. The ATZ-12-10-63501 [AT3-12-10—63501] fuel truck is designed
for the transportation, short-term storage, and mass refueling of combat vehicles. The system has a capacity of 12,000 liters, and it is capable
of simultaneously refueling 10 vehicles. The ATZ-12-10 has a self-sealing polymer coating that prevents fuel leakage in the event of a 7.62-mm
bullet impact. The ATs-14-63501 [ALL-14—63501] fuel truck is designed for the transportation, short-term storage (12,000 liters) and distribution
of aviation fuel. The ATs-14 is designed for all-weather operations, functioning in conditions of up to +/-50 degrees Celsius and 98% humidity.
End OE Watch Commentary (Bartles)

éé e : : - :
For military hardware, fuel is what air and sustenance are for a living organism. In the absence

of the troops’ provision with POL there will be no victory.” -Colonel Konstantin Yandola, Chief
of the Central Military District Fuel Service

Source: Taras Rudyk, “HoBble aBTOTOMIMBO3aNpaBIIMKH HOBBICHIIN MaHEBPEHHBIE BO3MOKHOCTH BOMCK (New Fuel Servicing Trucks Have
Increased Troops’ Maneuver Capabilities),” Krasnaya Zvezda Online, 5 June 2019. http://redstar.ru/novye-avtotoplivozapravshhiki-povysili-

manyovrennye-vozmozhnosti-vojsk/
—

...A column of infantry fighting vehicles of a motorized rifle company emerged from a birch grove and raced toward the ATZ-12-10-63501 fuel truck.
Behind it stood an ATs-14-63501 fuel truck. At this time, somewhere in the firing positons, the combat crews of Strela-10 surface-to-air missile systems and
Igla man-portable antiaircraft missile systems stepped up surveillance of the air situation. Nor were the crews of the Tunguska self-propelled surface-to-
air missile/gun systems caught napping. Because for an adversary the troops’ field refueling stations are always desirable targets. For this reason the air
defense assets provide cover for the field refueling stations, and primarily along the columns’ routes of departure and passage.

Several minutes later all the infantry fighting vehicles had been refueled, the drivers resumed their seats and started the engines, and the column of BMP-
2s tore off along the field track leaving clouds of dust in its wake...

“The delivery of the ATZ-12-10-63501 fuel servicing trucks to the Russian Federation’s armed forces has been dictated by the times themselves when,
with the evolution of the means of armed warfare and the change in the tactics of the opposing sides’ operations, what is demanded of the troops is
heightened mobility, operational efficiency, and swiftness in the execution of the designated missions. Comparing the technical capabilities of this vehicle
with its predecessors, the equipment refueling process is now conducted twice as fast as with the former models,” Lieutenant Colonel Sergey Gubin, Chief
of the Equipment and Facilities Section of the Rocket Fuel and POL Service of the Central Military District’s Resource Provision Directorate, picked up
our conversation with Col. Yandola.

For his part, Lt. Col. Maksim Sobolev, Chief of the 41st Combined-Arms Army’s POL Services, explained the design capabilities of the ATZ-12-10-63501
that have enabled it to halve the time taken for its deployment, the preparation of an area for vehicle refueling, and the actual refueling process itself:

“The ATZ-12-10-63501 enables vehicles to be refueled immediately on its arrival. Previously, with the old hardware, the ATMZ-5.5-4510, various trailers
-- the PZP-10, PZP-14 -- were used for refueling tracked and wheeled vehicles in field conditions. That is to say, the old vehicle traveled with one of these
single-axle trailers in tow. The trailer carried a drum with a flexible coiled fuel hose attached. Some time was needed to deploy and stow it, and this
operation was performed manually, requiring the physical efforts of two men. And what do we have now? The ATZ-12-10-63501 facilitates both rapid
arrival at a refueling site and the fuel servicing truck’s mobile deployment. It can be stowed automatically with the aid of an electric motor -- the fuel
hoses retract and the vehicle rapidly exits the refueling area.”

“For military hardware, fuel is what air and sustenance are for a living organism. In the absence of the troops’ provision with POL there will be no
victory,” Col. Yandola said firmly, and at my request he articulated the aims of the present training assembly.
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Official Records and MH17 A

OE Watch Commentary: This month marks the fifth anniversary of the downing
of Malaysian Airline flight MH17 over SE Ukraine. This unintended tragedy hardened
the positions of Ukrainian and Russian-supported separatists in the Donbas region
and further aggravated tensions between Russia and the West. While the Kremlin
and its separatist proxies in Donbas continue to deny any culpability, a recent
article in the independent Novaya Gazeta Online suggests otherwise. As the brief
accompanying excerpt points out, “according to the conclusions of the international
[Joint] Investigative Team engaged in the investigation of the tragedy, the Boeing
was attacked by a Buk complex in the possession of pro-Russian separatists.” The
remainder of the article reviews some recently revealed administrative data from the
Russian military which may corroborate this claim.

While the author does not explain how the information was obtained, he discusses SOPK';{ZCUQﬂﬂnéqy';'fﬁ’ffﬂQ 53!152’:255 Jfﬁfi%fﬁ;ﬂi%ﬁi%01_7{_
how unclassified documents “have appeared in the possession of Novaya Gazeta that crash_site_of MH-17pg, CCO 1.0
concern safety measures taken on the general purpose roads during the redeployment of Russian troops in June 2014. Also available are excerpts
from orders concerning [meal] allowances and the allocation of combat rations provided to air defense servicemen.” These documents appear
to support the claim that regular Russian military units were involved in providing the equipment and expertise used in downing MH17. While
there is no evidence of who specifically launched the missile, the investigative report claims that “the launcher itself came into their hands...

from the territory of Russia and had belonged to the 53rd Air Defense Brigade (Military Unit 32406) quartered near Kursk.”

The author of the article traveled to Kursk to see if anyone would speak to him from the 53rd Brigade and answer the question: “Who gave
them the orders?” Not surprisingly, he was met with silence, disavowal of any knowledge, or with assertions such as “I cannot tell you anything.
I do not have the right to talk about the actions [of the Homeland].”

Since this tragedy occurred, the Russian Ministry of Defense, as well as other government agencies, have proposed numerous alternate
theories as to who was responsible for the destruction of MH17. Since much of the evidence incriminating the Russian military was derived from
social media, it is worth noting the total blanket restriction of social media use for military personnel since the disaster. Nevertheless, this article
suggests that clues can still be found in official records. End OE Watch Commentary (Finch)

““What were Russian air defense troops doing along the Ukrainian border on the day

of the crash of the Malaysian Boeing?.”

Source: Pavel Kanygin, “O nelictBusix poaunsl roBoputs He uMmeto npasa (I Do Not Have the Right to Speak of Actions of the
Homeland),” Novaya Gazeta Online, 5 June 2019. https://www.novayagazeta.ru/articles/2019/06/05/80785-0-deystviyah-rodiny-
govorit-ne-imeyu-prava

What were Russian air defense troops doing along the Ukrainian border on the day of the crash of the Malaysian Boeing?

Documents not stamped “Secret” have appeared in the possession of Novaya Gazeta that concern safety measures taken on the general purpose roads
during the redeployment of Russian troops in June 2014. Also available are excerpts from orders concerning [meal] allowances and the allocation of
combat rations provided to air defense servicemen.

From the papers it is evident that more than 170 servicemen from subunits of the PVO RF [Russian Federation Air Defense Forces] were located along
the border in Rostov Oblast on the day [Malaysian Airline] flight MH17 was attacked by a Buk ZRK [surface-to-air missile complex] launcher. And on 15
July, two days before the Boeing tragedy, they received combat rations for five days....

... We recall that the tragedy occurred on 17 July 2014 in the skies over the Donbass, 35 kilometers from the border of the Russian Federation. It took
the lives of 298 passengers, including 80 children. The civilian airliner was following the route from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur and, while flying over
Donetskaya Oblast at an altitude of 10,000 meters, it was struck by a “surface-to-air” missile from a Buk launcher.

...According to the conclusions of the international [Joint] Investigative Team (JIT) engaged in the investigation of the tragedy, the Boeing was attacked
by a Buk complex in the possession of pro-Russian separatists. The launcher itself came into their hands, according to the conclusion of the investigators,
from the territory of Russia and had belonged to the 53rd Air Defense Brigade (Military Unit 32406) quartered near Kursk. The JIT experts studied
witness reports and amateur photograph images for the period of 23-25 June 2014, particularly photographs and videos of the movements of columns of
Russian military equipment on the general purpose roads along the western borders....

...Russian authorities, primarily the Ministry of Defense, called that JIT report unsubstantiated and the video and photographic materials falsifications.

...However, the JIT’s conclusions concerning the route of movement of Kursk Buk 332, as we shall see, can be confirmed by documents of the military
themselves, which are in the possession of Novaya Gazeta....

...The fact that the servicemen from the Kursk unit had arrived in the Millerovo border area beginning on the date of 15 July deepens suspicions and
substantiates the issues raised by JIT investigators the previous year. For example, who performed the transport of the combat vehicles there and back
and who was in the crew?... Who gave them the orders?

...The editorial staff of Novaya [Gazeta] decided to speak with former and current servicemen of the 53rd Brigade without intermediaries.

... At the end of the short visit the major pronounced the sentence: “I cannot tell you anything. I do not have the right to talk about the actions [of the
Homeland].”
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Developing the Economic Viability of the Northern A
Sea Route

OE Watch Commentary: The accompanying articles discuss the initiatives of
Russia’s leading developers of Arctic logistics to team up with DP World (a global
port operator comprised of Dubai Ports Authority and Dubai Ports International)

in an effort to increase shipping on the Northern Sea Route and make the Arctic
shipping route more profitable. Chinese and Danish container ships have already
proven the viability of the Northern Sea Route and Russia is looking to make
Murmansk a major container shipping port. China has been in negotiations with
Finland and Sweden about extending their railroad to the North Sea. This railroad
extension would save China from shipping its goods all the way west to Rotterdam
only to then send them east again into the European market. The extension could
provide a different route for commerce and faster access to customers. However,
Sweden and Finland have not yet agreed to the extension. Murmansk already has
a viable railroad and an Arctic container port would facilitate export and import
trade and could readjust economic relations in the region. DP World seems to

be the logical partner in this effort that could make it all work. End OE Watch

Com mentary (G rau) Northern Sea Route (blue) vs. Southern Sea Route (red).

Source: Collin Knopp-Schwyn and Turkish Flame via Wikimedia, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Northern_Sea_Route_vs_Southern_Sea_Route.svg, CC BY 4.0

“¢The developers of the Northern Sea Route team up with DP World, the global port operator based in the
Arab gulf state. Container shipping is among the priorities.”

Source: Atle Staalesen, “Russian Arctic shipping boost with support from Dubai,” Barents Sea Independent Observer, 6 June 2019. hitps://
thebarentsobserver.com/en/industry-and-energy/2019/06/russian-arctic-shipping-boost-support-dubai

e — |
Two of Russia’s leading developers of Arctic logistics on Thursday teamed up with the DP World in a joint effort to increase shipping on the Northern Sea

Route. The agreement, a non-legal document, aims at joint efforts in making the Arctic shipping route more profitable...

Rosatom, the state nuclear power company is one of the stakeholders in the deal that was signed during the St. Petersburg Economic Forum. Nornickel,
the Russian mining and metallurgy company, is also part of the agreement. In addition Russia’s Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) joined the agreement.
The document was signed by Viadimir Potanin, President of Nornickel, Alexey Likhachev, CEO of Rosatom, Kirill Dmitriev, CEO of RDIF, and Sultan
Ahmed Bin Sulayem, Group Chairman and CEO of DP World. Among the priorities in the deal is to identify ways to increase transit shipments on the
route, including container shipping.

The deal comes as port developers in Murmansk announced that they are in the process of planning a major container port in Arctic region. The port
will be able to handle up to five million containers per year and is planned to be ready for operations in 2024. Three locations are being studied, the Ural
Bay, the Kildin Strait and Teriberka. According to Rossiiskaya Gazeta, the investment cost will amount to 60 billion rubles.

DP World has a portfolio of more than 70 operating marine and inland terminals in 40 countries across six continents. The company business also
includes industrial parks, logistics and economic zones, maritime services and marinas.

Source: Stephanie Roker, “DP World to operate ports along Russia’s Northern Sea Route,” Dry Bulk, 10 June 2019. https://www.drybulkmagazine.com/
ports-terminals/10062019/dp-world-to-operate-ports-along-russias-northern-sea-route/

.... For the first stage, the parties to the agreement will have to develop a strategy to increase the efficiency of the use of the NSR and to determine ways
of developing transit traffic. The focus will be on linear transportation of containers and other bulk cargo along the Northern Sea Route.

The project partners are all world-renowned experts in their field of competence. The Russian Direct Investment Fund has many significant opportunities
to attract foreign capital in the largest investment projects in the Russian Federation. ROSATOM is the authorized infrastructure operator of the Northern
Sea Route and the owner of the world’s only nuclear icebreaking fleet. Norilsk Nickel, whose production facilities are located in the Far North, have many
years of experience and knowledge in the field of logistics passing through the NSR.

The company provides cargo transportation not only for its own needs, but is a key participant in the ‘northern delivery’ in the Arctic region of the
country. DP World is one of the world’s largest and recognized global port operators and a leader in global digital supply chain solutions that specializes
in freight logistics, terminal services and freight services.

His Excellency, Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem said: “DP World is uniquely positioned to help drive the development of the NSR. We are excited about the
possibilities and the benefits this will bring not only to the Russian economy, but also to customers in Asia and Europe. Our expertise in developing new
Ports, infrastructure and innovative new supply chain solutions, are key factors in our successes over the last few decades. We see enormous potential in
NSR and look forward to creating new successes with our partners.”

The parties agreed to establish a joint working group to conduct an analysis and prepare a feasibility study for the project within six months. Subject to
this work being completed a next stage decision will be made on the further development of the project....
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Major Investment in Arctic Logistics

OE Watch Commentary: Murmansk has T o e
benefitted significantly from Russian military | bl
expansion in the Arctic. As the accompanying
article discusses, in a move to spread the
development a bit further in the region, the
Russian Navy is building a 346-acre military
logistics center near Arkhangelsk and the
Dvina River. It is a significant step in the long- |-*
term sustainability of the Russian military in
the Arctic. This facility may require a step-up
in dredging activity on the Dvina. Earlier this
year, the Severmorskpyt, the world’s largest
ship and only nuclear-powered container ship,
picked up a half-capacity load of construction

materials for the Yamal 2 LNG Project from : i o, ¢ e i o S
Archangelsk. (See “Big Job for a Big Ship” in _
the Aprll 2019 issue of OF WatCh) End OE Map of Russia, Arkhangelsk Oblast.

Source:Stasyan117 via Wikimedia, https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Russia_-_Arkhangelsk_Oblast.svg, CC BY-SA 4.0

Watch Commentary (Grau)

“4 string of military units have been deployed in new and upgraded bases along the Russian Arctic
coast. They have a growing need of supplies. Now, the country is building a new logistics center ...
to help its Northern Fleet handle the complex and expensive transport operations in icy waters. It is

constructed on a plot along the Northern Dvina River, near the City of Arkhangelsk.”

Source: Atle Staalesen, “Navy is building a new major depot for Arctic operations,” Barents Sea Independent Observer, 2 May 2019. https://
thebarentsobserver.com/en/security/2019/05/here-comes-russias-new-military-logistics-base-arctic

Navy is building a new major depot for Arctic operations: A military logistics center in Arkhangelsk will handle millions of tons of goods destined
for troops and bases across the Arctic.

The facility will become a crucial hub for reloading and storage of supplies for military activities in the region. Included will be indoor storage capacity
of 31,500 square meters and outdoor space of 300,000 square meters... According to the developers, the center will be able to handle more than one
million tons of goods per year. At any time, up to 27 thousand tons of solid goods can be stored on site along with 78 thousand tons of fuels and lubricants
and 260 vehicles and pieces of machinery.

Construction is in the process and the whole facility is scheduled to be ready for operations in year 2021. It is built on a 140-hectare plot outside the city
center, in an area near the sea port of Ekonomia. Construction is managed by a company affiliated with the national nuclear research center’s Kurchatov
Institute. Investments are estimated atl5 billion rubles (€205 million)...

A miniature model of the center was on display during the recent Arctic Forum in St.Petersburg. It showed a large facility with plenty of space for
containers and goods. Several major buildings are nearby and a port complex with cranes is connected with roads and railway.

Not only military equipment and goods will be channeled through the center. According to the project developers, up to 80 percent of capaci